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The following pages describe significant people, places, events, and
concepts in the story of humankind. This information forms the core of our
study; it will be fleshed-out by classroom discussions, audio-visual materials,
readings, writings, and other activities.

This knowledge will help you understand how the world works and how
humans behave. It will help you understand many of the books, news
reports, films, articles, and events you will encounter throughout the rest of
your life.
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®» History
What is history?
History is the story of human experience.

Why study history?

¥ History shows us how the world works and how humans behave.

¥ History helps us make judgments about current and future events.

¥ History affects our lives every day.

¥ History is a fascinating story of human treachery and achievement.
®» Geography

What is geography?
Geography is the study of interaction between humans and the environment.

Why study geography?
¥ Geography is a major factor affecting human development.
¥ Humans are a major factor affecting our natural environment.
¥ Geography affects our lives every day.
¥ Geography helps us better understand the peoples of the world.
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Overview: waves of history

World history isthe story of humanexperience. It isa story of how pegple, ideas and goods spread across
the earh creating our pag and our present. To help us better undergand this experience, we will divide
history into four main eras prehistory, ancient times middle ages and moderntimes Our story begns
during prehistory in eas Africawhere humanlife began. From Africahumars spreadto Eurada (Europe and
Asia), to Australia, and finally to the Americas Human migration wasone of the greatwavesof history.

During most of history, most humars mace their living by hunting and gathering. Thenabout 12,000 years
a, pegplein the Middle Ead learned how to raise a wild wheat plant, and agriculture wasborn -- another
greatwave of history. No longerwere humans constantly on the move searching for food. Pele could
settlein one place, build cities and make invertions like the plow, wheel, and writing. The complex
societiesthat reaulted are what we call civilizaion, another wave of history and the start of anciert times

In terms of a humanlifetime, wavesof change movedslowly, and much stayed the same amid the changes

Wavesof history were chameled over the eart by geography. Thefirst civilizaions arcsein rivervalleys
where riversprovided fresh water for raising crops and transportation for moving crops to market.

Begnning in Mespotamia, civilizaion spreadwed to Egypt and eas to India. Thes threecivilizaions
formedanearly international tradng network that eventually extended aaoss the connectedlands of Eurasa
ard North Africa,avag regon thatliesin atemgerae climate zone wheremost of the worldOgeaple have
livedsince prehistoric times More people mean more ideas more invertions, and more diseagsthanin
other parts of the world. Wavesof change took longer to reachsub-SalaranAfrica and the Americas
because they were separaed from Eurasa by physical barriersof desert and ocean

As agiculture regaced hunting and gathering, humanpopulation increagd Pegolein civilizedsocieties
dividedthemselvesinto unequal social classeswith priegds and kings atthe top. Weathy landowners
colleciedrert paymerts from poor farmers mencame to dominate women and slavery became common.

In the grasslands of certral Eurasga, nomadc peagple chose not to settle down arnd raise crops. They livedby
herdng anmals from padure to pagure with the seasons. They learredto ride horses developed cavalry
skills, and attacked settled communities Sometimesthes nomad c raidersconqueredgreat civilizaions.

During arcient timespeagple in Eurasainvented many things that still define civilizaion today such as
money, armies iron, mat, literaure, demacracy, and major world religions -- to nameafew. Anciert times
lagedfor roughly 4,000 yeas, ending about 500 AD after nomad c raidersbrought down greatclassical
civilizatonsin India, China, and the Mediterranean The middle agesfollowed and laged athousand years

Change spreadto new placesmostly through tradng contacts. Some people welcomedchange, while others
avoided change ard triedto maintain tradtional ways. In the late middle ages China wasa superpower with
the greaked nawy in the world until China's rulerschose to reduce contact with the outside world ard
dismartledthefleet This choice openedthe door for Europears to make the greatvoyagesof discovery that
connectedthe world and beganthe modern eraaround the yea 1500. Change wasmoving fager now.

Threecerturieslater, Europears learned how to power machnesby burning fuels, unleasing the Industrial
Rewlution -- another great wave of history. Change movedevenfager. At first, Europears usedtheir
machinesto dominate other pegplesof the world who lacked advancedtechnhology. Then Europears turned
their machineson eachother, launching two suicidal world warsthat ended Europeanworld dominarce.

The stream of timeflowson. As always, we humans face challengesto our survival, but in our timethe
challengesare global. Moderntechnology is consuming the worldOsesources threatering the earhOs
environmert, and it hasproducedweagns that could end humanlife. The world istiedtogether through
communicaions and trade, but the world remains divided betweenthe OlavesOand the Olave nots.O

History creaedour pag and our preser, but the futureisup to us. Thereis no instruction marual for the
future, but we do have a guide that shows how the world works and how humans behave. That guideis history.
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Some basic concepts of history and geography

1. primary and secandary sources

We lean about the pag from historians. But, wheredo historiarns gettheir informaion? Usually, they
study primary sources which are sourcescreated at about the same time asthe evert being studied, oftenby
peopleinvolvedin the evert. Examgdesof primary sourcesinclude artifacts uncoveredby archedogists, art
works, governmert recads, diaries letters speeches and newspaper articles

Historians also study secandary sources These are sourcescreated after the evert by people not
involvedin the event. Examplesof secandary sourcesinclude history books, textbooks, encyclopedas and
the SudentOsriend.

After historians examine their sources they write historiesbased on their underdanding of the truth.
But, what they write may be influencedby their own opinions or by lackof information. It is not possible for
historiarns to know everything about a pag evert, so they must rely on the evidenceleft behind in the form of
primary and secondary sources |If new eviderce is found, interpretations of history canchange.

2.BCand AD

Pemlein differert parts of the world have adopted mary ways to markthe passage of time. The
Chinese calendar counts yeas from the reign of the mythical Y ellow Emperor in 2698 BC. The Islamic
calendar numbers yearsfrom 622 AD when Muhammad fledfrom Meca. Both calerdarsarebasedon lunar
cycles Theyear 2000 in our calendaris 4697 in the Chinese calendar and 1421 in the Islamic calendar.

Our solar calendar comesfrom anciert Egypt. It wasmodifiedduring the middle agesin Europe, and it
hasbeenadopted by mast of the world for official purposes Y earsare numberedfrom the birth of Christ:
yearsbefore yea 1 aredesdgnated BC for Before Christ;Oyearsafter yea 1 arededgnated AD, an
albreviation for the Latin term Anno Domini, which mears On the yea of thelord.O AD yearsarecounted
forwardfrom year 1; BC yearsarecounted backward from year1. Thus, 500 BC wasealierthan200 BC.

In recert years peagple who wish to avoid the refererceto Christ have begun using the term BCE
(Before the Common Era) to redace BC and CE (Common Era)to redace AD. ThetermsBCE and CE are
found in some history books. The SudentOgriend uses the tradtional terms BC ard AD because they are
more widely known in our culture, because there wasno Common Erain history, and because non-Christians
may object to the suggedion that the Christianerais the Oconmon eraQof humarkind.

3. hemispheres

A hemisphereis ary half of earhOsurface; the term comesfrom the Greekword for half asphere The
equaor (zerodegeeslatitude) dividesthe eath into the Northern Hemisphereand the Scuthern
Hemisphere The dividing line betweenthe Eagernand Wedern Hemispheresis not so well defined, but it is
usually placedatthe Pri me Meri dian (zerodegreeslongitude) or at 20 degreeswed longitude.

North and Sauth Americaand surrounding watersareconsideredto bein the Wedern Hemisphere,
while the continents of Europe, Africa, Asia, and Australiaare consideredto be in the Eagern Hemisphere.

4. climate zones

The eath hasthreemain climat zones the tropics, the temperate zones and the arcic and antarcic
regons. Although local climatscanvary consideraldy within zones the tropicsare gereraly the wammeg
areasof the eath because they arenear the equator where the sunOgays aremost direct The Tropic of
Cancer isanimagnary linethat circlesthe eath at23-1/2 degreesnorth latitude, the northernmost point
reachedby the sun during our summer (on the summer solstice). The Tropic of Capricorn liesat23-1/2
degeessouth latitude, the farthed point south reached by the sun during our winter (on the winter solstice).

The arctic ard antarcic regons are located near the earth poleswherethe sunOgays are leas direct ard
weaked: thus thes arethe colded areasof the earth. The Arctic Circleisanimagnary linethat circlesthe
eart at 66-1/2 degeesnorth latitude; the Antar ctic Circleliesat 66-1/2 degreessouth latitude.

Those areasof the earth that lie betweenthe tropics and the arctic/antarcic regons are calledthe
temperate zones mearing areaswhere temperature and climate tend to be more moderate. Most of Asia,
Europe, and North Americalie within the northerntemperate zone, whichis agood placeto grow crops.
Thisis where most of the worldO$uman population hasbeenconcertrated since prehistoric times
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Unit 1 - Prehistory: Origins of the Earth and Humans

LOCATIONS: Europe, Asia, Africa, Antarctica, Australia, North America, South America, Ural
Mountains, Pacific Ocean, Atlantic Ocean, Indian Ocean, Arctic Ocean, Great Rift Valley, Bering
Strait, the tropics, arctic and antarctic regions, temperate zones

5. Big Bang theay

Most agronomersagreethe universe probally beganwith anevent similar to anexplosion, abig bang.
The universis aterm for all of outer spaceincluding the plarets, stars, and galaxies Galaxiesareclusters
of hundreds of millions of stars and thereare hundreds of millions of galaxiesin the universe. Our world,
Earth, islocatedin the Milky Way galaxy, namedafter the milky-looking band of starsstretching acrass the
night sky thatis anedge-on view of our galaxy.

The Big Bang theary is supportedby scientific observations thatindicat galaxiesin space aremaoving
away from Earth. Astronomersuse the speedof this movemeri to edimate the age of the universe at about
15 billion years Mary sciertists acep afigure of about 5 billion yearsasthe age of Earth.

6. continents

Geaographersdivide most of the land surface of the earh into sevenlarge landmassescalled continerts.
The continents areEurope, Asia, Afri ca, Antarctica, Australia, North Ameri ca, and South America
Antarcticais the only continent not settledby humars. The Ural Mountains of Russia areconsideredthe
dividing line betweenEurope and Asia. Europe and Asiaform asingle large landmass called Eurasia.

The continents, however, cover less thanathird of the earhOsurface Earth is mostly a water plaret,
and 97% of that water is found in the earthOgour ocears, the Pacific, the Atlantic, the Indian and the
Arctic. Becauwse oceanwater is salty, it camot be usedfor drinking, farming, or marufacturing. Farless
than 1% of the earthOswvateris fresh water, water thatis not salty and canbe usedto grow crops.

7. platetectonics

According to the theory of plate tectonics the earhOsurfaceis composed of about a dozenplatesof
solid material that slowly move asthey float on a bed of magma, or moltenrock. In other words, the surface
of the earth reeemblesa cracked eggshell, and the pieces of the shell aremoving. These platesinclude both
the oceanfl oor and the continents. The continents are simply high areason the platesabove sealevel, so
both the continents and the sea fl oor move with their plates

Earthquakesand volcarpesoftenoccur at boundariesbetweenplatesasthe platespush together, spread
apart, or slide against one another. For examgde, the Pecific Plate is slowly grinding pag the North American
Plate in California creating enormous pressuresalong the San AndreasFaut that are expeciedto produce a
major earhquake sometimewithin the next few decacks. Plate tectonics continuesto shape the earthOs
surface asdoeserosion cawsedby wind and water. Sciertists believe all of the present continernts might
have beentogetherin asingle large landmass long ago before they broke apart and driftedto their present
locations on the eath. This super continert of the pad is called Pangaea.

8. Great Rift Valley

Thisisavalleyin easern Africawhere two of the eathOglatesare spreadng apart exposing the fossil
remains of early humars. Fossils arethe remains of living organismsthat have beenleft behind after the
living tissue hasslowly beenrepacedby stone-like material that preservesthe form of the original organsm.
Scientists believe the GreatRift Valley might be where humanlife beganand spreadto other areasof the
eart, making humars the most widegreadspeciesin the world. If so, we areall Africars.

The Olduvai Gorge areaof the Great Rift Valley hasbeenthe site of famous discoveriesby the
husband and wife team of Louis and Mary Leakey and other paleontologists. (Pakontol ogists aresciertists
who study the fossils of plants and anmals.) Until the 1960s, it wasthought humanlife beganin Asia until
the Lealeys found older humanfossilsin Africa. The LeakeyOson, Richard, haswrittert QHumars are
unique becatse they have the capecity to choose what they doE The most obvious product of our hards ard
brainsistechnology. No other animal marpulatesthe world in the extersive and arbitrary way that humars
do.O (Tecmology is atem for invertions and tools that help us do things better or more easly.)
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9. Australopithecus

Australopithecus wasan extinct memter of the hominid family, the family treethatincludesmodern
humars. Australopithecis livedin Africafrom about 4 to 1 million yearsago. Thefirst discovery of an
early Australopithecus wasmacde in the GreatRift Valley, the skeletal remains of afemale now calledLu cy.

Because Australopithecus walked on two feetand had a relatively large brain, it might be consideredan
early human although most sciertists considerit prehuman Walking upright wasabig advartage; it gave
Australopithecus a better view of the surrounding countryside, and it left both hands free to carry burders
and to use primitive tools and weapons. Australopithectsis Latin for Osuthernape O (Mary sciertific terms
in use today are derivedfrom Latin, the language of the ancient Roman Empire.)

10. Culture
Cultureis atemm for the knowledge and achievemerts passed on from one gereraion to another to form
the way of life sharedby a group of people. Most peple living in Europe and North America share a
common culture known asWedern Civilizaion, also called Wedernculture or simply the Wed. The East
refersto Asia, Asianculture, or Eagern Civilizaion. (Thisuse doesnot corregpond to the hemispheres)
Humanculture mayhave begun with Homo erectus, another extinct member of the hominid family,
who lived from about two million to a half-million years ago. Homo erecusis Latin for Ogright humanO
Homo erectus wasthe first hominid to hunt large animas and the first to leawe Africa, migrating first to Asia
and thento Europe. Homo erecius adaptedto warmtropical climaiesand to freezing cold temperatures
Evidencefrom archedogy indicaiesthat Homo erectus developed a culture thatincludedthe
construction of sheltersand the use of hand axesand fire and maybe spokenlanguage. (Archedogy isthe
sciertific study of the remains of pag humanlife and humanacivities) Fire waspowerful; it mear that
humars could keeppredators away, eatbetter by cooking their food, and externd their hakitatinto colder
climaies If the definition of humanisthe akility to create new invertions, Homo erectus might qualify.
Pertaps the most importart invertion ever creaed by humars wasspokenlanguage. Languageis a set
of sounds that giveshumars the capacity to communicate, cooperate, organize, and planfor the future.

11. Homo sapiens

Thisisthe biological classifi cation for modernhumars. The ealies Homo sapierns were Neanderthals
(Homo sapens nearderthalensis) who developedabout 150,000 yearsago and wert extinct shortly after
encountering a humanspecieswith more advancedtechnology. The speciesthat regaced Neanderthals was
us, Homo sapiers sapiers. Theterm Homo sapersis Latin for wise human

From Africa, Homo sapers spreadover Euradaand laterreacted Australiaand Americaduring | ce
Ageswhenwater lockedin ice sheets loweredthe level of ocears. Land exposed atthe Beri ng Strait
formeda Oard bridgeOwhere Asianpeapleslikely crossedto Americawhile following wild game herds
some 20,000 yeas ago. Others might have migratedto Americafrom Europe along the edge of ice sheets.

Thes travelersbhecamethe Native Americars of North and Sauth America, the lag continerts to be
occyiedby humars. The arrival of these skilled hunters wasfollowed by a die-off of large animals
including horsesand camels. A strait isanarrow body of water connectng two larger bodiesof water. The
Bering Strait, 50 mileswide, connects the Pacific Ocean to the Arctic OceanbetweenRussiaand Alaska.

12. Stone Age

History hasbeendividedinto three erasbasedon the kinds of tools, or technology, that pegple used
during these periods: the Stone Age, the Bronze Age, and the Iron Age. By farthelonged stretch of human
history took placebefore and during the Stone Age, a period called pr ehistori ¢ times when pegple did not
yetknow how to reador write. The Stone Age beganabout 250,000 BC and ended about 4,000 BC whenthe
Bronze Age beganin the Middle Ead. (Thes agesbeganatdifferen timesin differert places) During the
Stone Age, peagple learredto use fire and make stone tools and weapons; they also developed spoken
language and farming. The ealied discoveriesof humanart arealso from the Stone Age.

Paledithic isasciertific term appliedto the early Stone Age whenhumars mace their living maostly by
hunting, scavenging, or gathering wild food such asnuts and berries Nedithic mears the late Stone Age
whenagriculture began, and copper tools weredeveloped (Neomears new; lithic means stone. Both temrms
comefrom Greek another ancient language that contributedto the modernlanguage we use today.)
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Unit 2 - Ancient Mesopotamia and Egypt: Civilization is Born

LOCATIONS: the Middle East, Mesopotamia, Tigris and Euphrates rivers, Israel, Palestine,
Mediterranean Sea, Sahara Desert, sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa, Egypt, Nile river, Cairo

13. agri culture

Before the Nedithic period, most humars made their living by hunting and gathering, which meart that
humars were constartly on the move following wild gameherds. This beganto change about 12,000 years
ag whenpeaple in the Middle Eag discoveredthey could plart and harves a wheatplart they found
growing wild. At about the sametime, pegole beganto domedi cate wild animals, raising them for food and
asasourceof power that could pull wagons and plows. (Agriculture mears farming and raising livegock.)

Pe@le no longer hadto follow the wandering animal herds; they could settle in one place, grow crops,
and evertually build towns and cities With permanent homes peaple could callectmore possessions, which
encouragedthe invertion of new technol ogiessuch aspottery making and loomsfor weavng. Becatse
agriculture could support more pegple per square mile than hunting and gathering, human population jumped
from about two million pegple during the early Stone Age to about 60 million during the late Stone Age.

Famerslearredto grow more food thanthey needed for their own use, reaulting in asurpl us.
Agricultural surplusesmack it possible to accunulate wealth, and they ledto job specializati on because not
everyone hadto raise food to make aliving. Same peaple could specializein non-agricultural work -- like
making pottery, or becaming prieds or governmert offi cials -- and be supported by othersfrom the
agicultural surplus. Agriculture becamethe main source of wealth in maost societiesuntil the industrial age.

14. Jericho (JAIR-uh-koe)

Agriculture and irrigation beganin anareaof the Middle Ead calledthe Fertile Crescert. Villages
grew near farmlands, ard the worldOdirst known city developed at Jericho in Paledine araund 8,000 BC.
Walls werebuilt arcund Jericho to protectits agricultural surplus from nomadic raiders. Warfare, too,
might have begun at Jericho. Agriculture later developedindependertly in Chinaand in the Americas

Hunting and gathering declined asagriculture becamethe way most humars mack their living.
Agriculture and other tecologiesspreadfaded in Euradafor several reasons. much of the Euradaliesina
temperate zone suitalde for agriculture; Eurasa had more plans and animals that could be raised by humans,
and it had more peaple. Diseases which often come from contact with arimals, spreadfaded in Euradatoo.

15. civilization

Agriculture mace civilization possible becatse it permitted humars to settle permarertly in one place,
build cities and develop complex societies Large groups of pegple living together encouragedjob
specializaion, the developmert of governmert, and writtenlanguage, all of which are important featuresof
civilization. Writing probaly beganasa way to record business dealngs, especially the exchange of
agicultural products. Citiesand writing are often consideredthe primary indicators of civilizaion. When
people startedto write, prehistoric timesended, and historic timesbegan

Not everything about civilizaion waspositive. Complex societiesusually mean greaer separation of
peopleinto clasesbasedon social position or weath. Oftena wealthy class of ari stocrats controlledthe
land and colleciedrerts from poor farmers Scciety became divided betweenthe OlavesOand the Otave
nots.O Civilizedsocietiesalso terded to be more warlike and more patri archal (male dominated) than
hunter-gathererbards in which everyone helpedto supply food that ersured the groupOssurvival.

16. the Middle East

The Middle Eagd is a popular term for aregon thatincludessouthwed Asia and northead Africa,
extending from Libyain the wed to Afgharnistanin the eag. ThetermsNear East or Sauthwed Asia are
sometimesusedto de<ribe parts of thisregon. We can traceour Wedern culture back to the beg nnings of
civilizaton in the Middle Ead. It wasalso the birthplace of threemajor world religions, Judaism,
Christianity, and Islam. Today the Middle Ead isimportant asthe major oil-producing regon of the world
and asahot spot of intermational tension including the Arab-Israei conflict and two recert warsfought by
the United Statesagainst Irag
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17. Meopotamia

Locatedin the modern country of Irag Mesopotamia is known asthe Ocade of civilizaionObecatse it
is herethat civilization first began around 3500 BC, a date consideredthe begnning of ancient times
Mesopotamiaisaregion, not a country, within the larger regon of the Middle Ead. Regons arethe basc
units of geography. A regon isanareaof the eath with consistert cultural or physical charactristics.
Regons may be large like the Middle Ead, or they may be smaller like Mespotamia.

Mesopotamia liesbetweenthe Tigri s and Euphratesrivers the name Mesopotamia mears Oletween
the waterOin Greek Herefarmerslearnedto build irrigation systemsthat turnedthe dry valleyinto a
prosperaus certer of agriculture supporting mary pegole. Thisisanearly example of how humars can
change the natural environmert. As settlemerts in southern Mesopotamia grew into busy cities this area
called Sumer becamethe worldOdirst civilizaion. The Sumeriars built walled citiesard developedthe
earied-known writing called cuneifor m, in which scri bes(recad-keeperg carved symbols onto wet clay
tablets that werelater dried The Sumerians are credited with writing the worldOsldeg story, the Epic of
Gilgamesh, about the life of a Sumerianking. The Sumerian number systemwasbasedon 12, which
explains why we have 60-minute hours, 24-hour days, 12-month yeas, and 360-degreecircles

18. religion

We canfind the begnnings of religion in Nearderthal burials thatincludedfood and tools, presumaldy
for usein the afterlife. Religion may have begun asa way to cope with misfortune and with the human
awareress of deat. Early religions usually worshiped severalgods, a pracice called polytheism.

Religion wasextremely importart in Sumer where priests were originally the mast powerful pegplein
society. Later, warrior kings would take control. Prieds supervisedthe worship of seven great gods: eart,
sky, sun, moon, salt water, fresh water, and storm. Sumeriars believedtheir gods livedin statueshousedin
temdesincluding large pyramid-like structurescalled ziggurats. Priedsfedthe god statuesdaily.

19. Code of Hammurabi

Becawse the fertile valley of Mespotamia had no natural barriers for protecion, its weath atiracted
mary raidersand conquerors over the certuries Civilizaions cameand went amid much warfare. One of
the most powerful civilizaionsto arise in Mespotamia wasBabylon (1900 to 500 BC).

Hammurabi wasanealy king of Babylon who created anempire by bringing much of Mesopotamia
under his control. (An empireisacadllection of states[countrieq controlledby one governmert.)
Hammurabi helpedunite the Bahylonianempre by publishing a set of laws known asthe Code of
Hammurabi, historyOdirst known writtenlaws. He had the 300 laws of the code carved onto stone pillarsfor
all to see,which meart that nobody wasabove the law; it appliedto everyone. The goals of HammurakiOs
Codeincluded, Osable governmert ard good rule...that the strong may not oppress the weak O

Babylon later became known for its hanging garders, one of the Seven Wondersof the Anciert World,
ard for the decadent life-style of its pegple; OaBabylonOnow mears aplace of corruption and sin. The
Bible menrtions the Tower of Babel, probally aziggurat, that the buildershopedwould reachto heaven In
response to their arragance, God confusedthe buildersllanguage so they could no longer undergand one
arotherOspeech. The Bible says this is how the peaple of the world cameto babble in differert languages

20. Hebrews

The Hebrews were anancient peagple of the Middle Eag who edaldishedthe kingdom of | srael atthe
eagernend of the M editerra nean Seaabout 1000 BC. Therethey foundedthe religion of Judaism.
Judaism wasunusual becatse it worshipped only one God (monotheism). It wasalso a universal religion
that could be worshipped anywhere; it wasnot tiedto a particular placelike the gods of Sumer.

The Israeliteswere conquered by the Babylonians in the 500s BC and takento Babylon in chains.
During the exile in Babylon, Jewish scribesbeganto write the Bible in an effort to preserve Helrew culture
ard religion. Laws containedin the Bible such asOAn eye for aneye, and a tooth for atoothOhave abassin
the Code of Hammurahi. (The Jewish Bible is what Christians call the Old Tedamert.) Overthe certuries
sincethen, Jews have settledin mary parts of the world, but they have maintainedtheir idertity asa people.

In aneffort to regain their Ancient homeland in the Middle Eag, Jews took over Arablandsin Paledine
following World War Il, whichtouchedoff yeas of conflict betweenJews and Arabsthat still continues
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21. Bronze Age

The Stone Age wasfollowed by the Bronze Age when pegple learredto make bronzetools, ornamerts,
and weamns. Bronzeis macke by combining copper with tin, which producesa harder metal than copper
alone,and it holds anedge muchlonger. The Bronze Age wasatime of greatinvention; the wheel, plow,
writing, money, cities amrmiesand chariots all cameinto use during the Bronze Age in Mesopotamia.

The Bronze Ageisimportart in history asthe period whencivilizaion and writing began, marking the
end of prehistoric timesand the begnning of arciert times In Mesopotamia, the Bronze Age lagedfrom
roughly 4000 BC to the begnning of the Iron Age around 1000 BC.

22. Egypt

Not long after the worldOdirst civilization arose betweenthe Tigris and EuphratesRiversin
Mesopotamia, civilizaion spreadwed to the Nile River valley of Egypt. Egyptians probably learredabout
irrigation, the plow, writing, ard other tecnol ogiesfrom Mesopotamia. Egypt is said to be a Ogjft of the
NileGbecause the river providedirrigation water, fertile soils due to amual floods, and eay transportation by
boat. Boats on the Nile werepullednorth by the NileOsurrert, and they sailed south with the prevailing
winds. Egyptiars considered the river sacred; it separatedthe Oand of the livingOon the eas bark (where
the sun riseg from the Oknd of the deadOon the weg bark (where the sun sets).

EgyptOdwo main geagraphic featuresare the Nile ard the SataraDesert. Ancient Egypt was along,
narrow oads along theriver in the desert It hasbeensaid, Ogography is deginy,Oand perhaps this wastrue
in Egypt where the Nile wasthe lifeblood of the country, and the de<ert provided natural barriersto enemies
permitting anciernt Egyptiancivilizaion to lag for 3,000 years the longeg in history (3100 BC to 30 BC).

Ancient Egyptians hada polytheistic religion; their important gods includedRa, god of the sun ard
creavr of life, and Osiris, god of rehirth. The struggle between Osiris and his evil brother Setrepresened
the eterral struggle betweengood and evil. Many works of art, literaure, and architecture survive from
arciert Egypt including huge tombs of the pharads, the Sphinx, and the greatpyramids nea Cairo, whichis
EgyptOsnodernday captal city. The anciert Egyptians also developed a 365-day calendar basedon the
solaryear. Their calendar wasadopted by the Roman Empire and becamethe calendar we use today.

23. pharaohs

Pharadis werethe kings of arcient EQypt who were worshippedasgods. Their weakh came from the
bountiful agriculture mace possible by the Nile. EgyptO$harachs controlledstrong certral governmerts that
built massive public works such asthe irrigation systemsthat tamedthe NileO$ oods allowing agriculture to
flourish in the desert. The pharachs also built impressive temgdesand monuments that still stand today.
Notakle among EgyptOgharads were Ramses|| (Ramnsesthe Grea) who wasawarrior aswell asa builder
of greattemfdesand statues and QueenHatshepsut, the first importarnt womanrulerin history. Clegpatra
wasthe lag queenof the thirty-one dynasties or ruling families of Egypt.

The beg-known pharach is Tutankhamen, or King Tut, who died atthe age of eighteen Although his
reign wasnot very importart, he becamefamousin our timefor the discovery of his unplunderedtombin the
1920s, the only tomb of a pharach found intact Grave robberslootedthe other tombs certuriesagp.
Although Tutarkhamenwasa minor king, histomb containedfantagic riches over 5,000 objectsin four
roomsincluding a spectacuar life-like mas of solid gold that coveredthe head and shouldersof his mummy
(his presrvedbody). King TutOsombis one of the most impressive arched ogical discoveriesof all time.

24. government

As societiesgrew larger, governmert became necessary to provide anorderly way to make decisions, to
maintain public order through police and courts, and to supply servicesthat were not provided by mercharts.
In the hot Egyptiandesert, for examge, lack of water could meanstarvation and death. Only governmert
could emsure that all farmersreceiedtheir fair share of water and that all farmersmaintainedtheir ditchesso
irrigation systemsdid not breakdown.

Today, governmerts still maintain public water systems, and they perform other functions not provided
by business such asnational defense and education. Major typesof goverrmertsin history have included
monarchies(kings & queens) basedon rule by aroyal family or dynagy, democraciesbasedon rule by the
people, and dictatorships in which one person takescontrol of anation, usually with help from the military.
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25. pyramids

Ancient Egyptians werepreoccupied with religion and the afterlife. The status of priedsin Egyptian
society wasjust below that of pharadhs. For a person to enterthe next life, the body hadto be presrved
through mummifi caion and religious rituals performedby prieds. Skilledembalmerspreparedthe body by
removing the vital orgars, thendrying and wrapping the body in strips of linen. Evertually, ordinary
Egyptiars were mummifi ed, and arched ogists have evendiscoveredanarcient Egyptiancemetery filled
with mummifiedcats. All Egyptians, including pharadis, had anincentive for doing good during their lives
the Egyptianreligion held that good works werenecesary to erter the afterlife.

The maost famous burial tombs of ancient Egypt are the greatpyramids at GizanearCairo. Thes and
othertombs werebuilt to house the bodiesof pharadhs for the afterlife. The pyramids arethe olded and the
only remaining examgdesof the Seven Wondersof the Anciert World. Without iron tools or wheeled
vehicles workerscut, moved, and lifted millions of limedone blocks weighing anaverage of 2.5 tons each.
Archedogists believe the workerswho built the pyramids werenot slaves but valued membersof society
who livedin anearly community with their families Standing guardover the pyramids at Gizais the
Sphinx, agreatrock sculpture with the head of a pharaoh and the body of alion. The age of pyramid
building in Egypt laged from about 2700 BC to 1000 BC.

26. hieroglyphics

This wasthe ancient Egyptian systemof writing that used picturesto represernt words or syllabes
Hieraglyphics preserved records of ancient Egyptian culture for thousands of years. Egyptians carved
hieraglyphicsinto stone, and they wrote on papyr us made from areedplan that waspressed and driedto
make apaper-like material. Paper getsits namefrom papyrus. Papyrus wasrolledonto scrals, which made
writtenrecads lightweight, compact, and portale.

Modern people did not understand Egyptianhieroglyphicsuntil the Rosetta Stone wasdiscoveredin
Egypt by NapoleonOsrmiesin the late 1700s. Carvedinto the Rosetta Stone wasa message writtenin
hieroglyphicsalong with atranslation in Greek Modem scholarsundergood Greekand usedit to breakthe
code of hieraglyphics. Now we canreadabout details of life in ancient Egypt ranging from love poemsto
surgical procecdires A OReetta StoneChascome to meanthe key to understanding a diffi cult problem.

27. Afri ca

Egypt islocatedin the northead corner of Africa,which isthe secand-larged continert after Asia
AfricaOsnajor geagraphic feauresinclude the Sarara Desertin the north, the Kalahari Desertin the south,
and tropical rain foreds certered on the Congo River badn in south-certral Africa. In eagern Africaarethe
GreatRift Valley, the Nile river, and AfricaOigheg mountain, Mt. Kilimarjaro. The savannaisalarge
land areain certral and southeas Africawith grasslands and scateredtrees The savamais hometo mary
of the famedlarge wild animals of Africaincluding lions, giraffes and elepharts.

The Nileisthe longed riverin the world. It originatesin the highlands of certral Africaand fl ows north
for more than 4,000 milesto the MedterrareanSea whereit forms a wide triangle-shapeddelta in northern
Egypt. Deltasareflat areasof land that sometimes form at the mouths of rivers where the riversdeposit
sedmert asthey flow into the sea Because of their abundant wildlife and plart life, deltashave always
atracedhumars. EgyptOdwo larged cities Cairo ard Alexardria, are located on the Nile River delta.

28. Sahara De<rt

The SaharaDe<ert is about the size of the United States which makesit the larged dry desertin the
world. It extends from the Atlantic Oceanon the wed to the Red Seaon the eas, and it is still expanding to
the south. The SaharaseparatesNorth Africafrom sub-Sakaran Africa North Africabordersthe
MediterraneanSea and includesthe Sataraand lands lying to the north of the desert including the Atlas
Mountains and the modern countriesof Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, and Egypt.

Sub-Saharan Afri caistheland thatliessouth of the desert It hassometimesbeencaled Othack
AfricaCbecause living therehave darker skins than North Africars. Dark skin appearsto be anadaptation to
climaie. Pe@leliving in the tropics needmore skin pigmert to protect themfrom interse rays of the sun,
while pegple living closer to the earthOsol eshave paler skins to absorb more sunlight. Peqle with black
skins also live nearthe equator in Indiaand Australia. ItO$eenedimatedthatit took roughly 20,000 years
for skin color to change from black to white ashumans spreadnorth out of Africa.
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Unit 3 - Ancient India and China: Civilization Spreads East

LOCATIONS: India, China, Japan, Asia Minor (Turkey), East Asia, Indus River, Yellow River, the
steppes, Silk Road, southern ocean trade route, Himalayas.

29. Asia

Asiaisthe worldOdarges continert, sharing the landmass of Euraga with Europe. The Ural
Mountains of Russia are consideredthe dividing line between Asia and Europe. Asiawasthe site of three
of the worldO=aried civilizaionsin Mesopotamia, Indiaand China. Today Asia hasthreefifths of the
worldOsgopulation ard the two most populous countriesin the world, Chinaand India. Becaise Asiais so
huge, geagraphershave divided Asiainto severalregons. On the wedern side of Asiaisthe Middle Ead,
whichincludesAsia Minor (present day Turkey). Fartheread is certral Asia. To the south liesthe Indian
subcontinert. On the easernside of Asiaare Eag Asia (someimescalledthe Far Ead) and Sautheag Asia.

30. India

Most of the country of Indiais atriangular-shaped peninsula thatjutsinto the IndianOcean Duetoits
certral locaion on the Indian Ocean between Chinaand the Middle Eag, India becamethe arciert worldOs
larged tradng center. India also gave the world importart new ideasincluding the numbering systemwe use
today arnd the religions of Hinduism and Buddhism. Today Indiaisthe secand most populous country in the
world after China, and Indiais the worldOsarges democracy. The cagital of Indiais New Delhi. Indiaand
nearly countriesform aregon known asthe Indian subcontinent or Southern Asia.

After civilizaton first emegedin Mesopotamia and Egypt, it spreadead to India. The earied
civilizaton in India grew along the Indus River valley of wegernIndia (now Pakistan) around 2500 BC. The
Indus Valley Civilization had awrittenlanguage and large citieswith sophisticaied plumbing systems
These were the first pegple to grow cotton. Ships and overland trade caravans connectedIndiato
Mesopotamia and Egypt in anearly international tradng network. The Indus Valley Civilizaion lagedfor
about athousard years it wasrepgacedby anew culture ruledby nomadc raidersarriving from certral Asia.

31. the caste system

The chariot warriors from the north who took control of India arecalled Aryans. Becauwse IndiaOgarly
citiescdlapsed and the Aryars were illiterae (could not readand write), civilizaion waslost in Indiafor
severalcerturies Nonetheless, the light-skinned Aryaninvadersfrom the north made themselvesthe ruling
classin the cage system, a social system that still hasinfluencein Indiatoday. Under IndiaOsagde system,
peaople were born into permaren classesfor life, and they could marry only within their own cage.

There arefour main cageswith complicated rulesof behavior: 1) the prieds, 2) the warriors, 3) the
mercharts, and 4) the commaon pegple, mostly peasants and laborers Most pegple of anciernt Indiawere
membersof the commoner class, which hadlimitedrights. A fifth group, the Untouchables wasoutside the
cage system. Considerednot human, Untouchab esperformedthe worst jobs such ascleaning toilets ard
burying the dead While the cage system may seem unfair to us today, it provided a mears for different
kinds of pegpleto live together peacefuly while avoiding the slavery common to mary arciert cultures

32. Hinduism

Hinduism is the oldeg major religion in the world today; it survived so long by changing and adusting
to new circumgtances To Hindus all religions are acceptable, and the practicesof other religions may be
includedaspart of Hindu worship. Hindus believe in an etermal and infinite spiritual principle called
Brahmanthatis the ultimate reality and foundation of all existence. Brahmancantake the form of mary
godsincluding Brahmathe creator of the universe, Vishnu the preserver, and Shivathe degroyer.

For Hindus, a proper life is unconcernedwith worldly riches the goal is to seek union with Brahman a
gqued that maytake mary lifetimes Hindus believein reincar nation, meaning the soul never diesand may
be reborn again in adifferert body. Karma, all of the actions of a personOsife, will determine if a person
returnsin the next life at a higher level on the ladder of incarmation and closerto union with Brahman

Hinduism isthe larged religion of India and a defining feature of Indianculture. Hinduism and the
cage system served to maintain order among IndiaOsnary ethnic groups becatse each person knew his or
her place in society, and pegple who followedthe rulescould hope to move to ahigher cage in the next life.
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33. Buddhism

Not everyone in India wassatisfied with Hinduism. In the 500s BC, ayoung Hindu princeraisedin
luxury becanetroubled by the suffering he saw in the world. Heleft his wife and infant son to becanea
wandering monk, seeking away to end the suffering. After six yearsof solitary seaching, he found an
answer ard beganto teach. His followerscalled him the BuddhaGor Ohe enlightered one.O

Buddhataught that our life in the physical world is merely anillusion. When peaple letgo of their
worldly pain and worries they canunite with the universal soul and achieve a state of complete peacecalled
nirvana. Like Hindus, Buddhists believe nothing is permarert, thatlife constartly movesthrough cyclesof
birth, deat, and rehirth like the turning of a wheel Although Buddha accepedthe Hindu belief in
reincarration, he taught that people could achieve nirvanafrom their acionsin thislife alone, and he rejected
the cage system. For these reasons, Buddhism became popular among the lower classesin India.

Today Buddhism is a major world religion. Although it beganin India, Buddhism spreadto the eas and
declinedin India asBuddhism wasabsorbedinto Hinduism. Buddhists arenow found in the greaed
numbersin Eag Asiaand Sautheas Asia

34. Asoka

Certuriesafterthe Indus Valley Civilizaion died, citiesand civilizaion arase again farther to the eag in
thefertile Gangesrivervalley. Indiawastorn by warfarebetweenkingdomsuntil the first Indianempgre
wasedabishedin the Gangesvalley by the Mauryan dynagy in 324 BC. Itsgreaed leacerwasAsoka,
who extended his emgpire to the south in a bloody invason that conqueredall but the southerntip of India.

Then Asoka had a sudden change of heat. He publicly amouncedhis grief atthe suffering caused by
his armies and he rejectedviolence. He evengave up hunting and eaing meat Asoka convertedto
Buddhism, and he spreadBuddhist idealk throughout Indiaand to neighboring countries Ruling Indiawith
Buddhist ideak, AsokaOgovernmert promated the welfare of the pegple by kind ac such asdigging new
wells, building hospitals for pegple and animals, allowing freedom of religion, and easng harsh laws.

Asoka also encouragedlong-distance oceantrade. It wasduring his reign that India became the center
of avad southernoceantradng network that stretched from Chinato Africaand the Middle Ead.

35. Gupta Empire

Historians consider the Mauryan Empire and the Gupta Empire that followed (in the 300s and 400s AD)
to be the greaeg civilizatons of IndiaOslassical period, a period when Indiaunderwert great cultural and
political advancemert. The reign of the Gupta Empire hasbeencalled IndiaO©glden age,0a high point of
Indianhistory whenart, drama, literaure, and science flourished

Gupta mathemaiciars invented the zerq anamazing number with no value that givesvalue to the place
of othernumbers The zeromade it possible to calculate numbersfader and more accurately, and it was
adoptedthe world over. Doctors developed aninoculation against smallpox. Farmerslearned how to turn
the juicefrom sugarcare into dried sugar crystals that could be easly stored and traded over long distances
Catton from India clothed people acrass much of the ancient world. Gupta Indiawasaland of wonders

The Gupta Empire declinedin the eally 500s AD whentribesof nomadc horsemencalled Huns
invadedfrom grasslands to the north, but the cultural patterns that developed during IndiaOslassical period
creakedavital civilizaion in southern Asiathat enduresto this day.

36. nomadic raiders

Pe@le of ancient timesdevelopedfour badc patterns for making aliving. Somewere still huntersand
gatherersstalking wild game herds, but most peple livedin farming villages Another group livedin cities
supportedlargely by weakh from agriculture. A fourth group livedin pastoral societies thes were nomadc
herdersof the grasslands who did not settle down in one placelike fatmers They movedtheir domegicated
(tam@ anmals -- sheep goats, cows, horses and camels -- from padure to padure with the sea®ns.

Pagoral pegple were mobile, and they developed military tacicsto protect their animals from thieves
Pagoral nomads of the steppes(grasslands of certral Eurasa) became skilledat using horsesin warfare, and
they sometimesraided settled communities Thes were the nomadc raiderswho attacked Jericho, Sumer,
the Gupta Empire, and others Mary governmerts of Eurasgabeganwith nomads sweepng in from the
steppes and taking control. Certuriesof warfare betweennomad c raidersand civilizedpeagplesin Eurasa
ledto advancements in military organization and technology unmaiched elsewhere in the world.
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37. China

The worldOgourth greatcivilizaion also got its start along ariver valley, the Y ellow river of
northeagern China where farmersgrew milletand wheat Farming later moved south to the Yangtze
(Y ONG-zuh) river, whererice production ledto anincrea® in ChinaOgopulation. The land betweenthe
rivers became the certer of Chinese civilizaton, the so-caled Middle Kingdom.O Early Chinese culture
grew in relative isolation due to physical barriersand long distancesthat separatedit from other major
civilizaions of Eurasa. The worldOsigheg mountain range, the Hi malayas, separate China from India.

The Chinese have long believedin a philosophy that recognizesa fundamertal balancein nature
between opposite but complimertary principlescalledyin and yang. Examgdesinclude day-night, hot-cold,
wet-dry, and male-female. Certral to Chinese philosophy and religion is a belief that pegple should avoid
extremesand seekhamony with the balance of nature. (A philosophy is asystem of basc beliefsabout life.)

With nearly one-fourth of the worldOsopulation, Chinatoday is the worldOsnost populous country,
and it hasafag-growing ecanomy. China wasa superpower in the pag, and it hasbecane a superpower
againinthis certury. Chinaand its neighboring countriesof Mongolia, Korea and Japanform aregon
bordering the Pacfic Oceanknown asEast Asia or the Far Ead.

38. mandate from heaven

The Zhou (JOH) dynady took control of Chinain 1122 BC ard ruledfor nearly 900 years To give
their governrmert legtimacy, Zhou ard later Chines rulersclaimedto rule with approval from the gods, a
mardate from heaven Although this claim wasmeart to erharce the emperorOsauthority, it also edatlished
theright to overthrow anineffective emperar. The empera wasexpectedto protecthis pegple by rulingin a
way that pleagdthe gods. If trouble developedin the empire -- droughts or military defeats, for examge --
peaple might say the emperor had lost his mardate from heaven, and the emperar could be overthrown.

Over mary certuries ChinaO#istory experiencedareaurring pattern A ruling dynasty would start out
strong and gradually weaken overtimeuntil it wasrepgacedby anew dynady. Thenthe paternwould
repeat Zhou rulers controlledtheir kingdom through a feudal system, mearing they dividedthe land into
smaller territoriesand appointed offi cials to governthem. Whenthe Zhou dynagy evertually weakened,
someof these territoriesdevelopedinto strong statesthat opposedthe emperor and beganfighting amang
themslves These bloody conflicts lagedfor over two certuries atime calledthe QVarring StatesOperiod.

39. Confucius

Confucius wasborn in 551 BC when Zhou rulerswere losing control of their empire. Hetriedto return
harmay to China with a philosophy based on devotion to the family, repect betweenthe classes high moral
ideak, and learning. He emphaszedindividual duty and regonsibility, what we might call a strong work
ethic. Thefamily wasthe certer of Confuciansociety with the father atthe head The mather and children
owedtotal obedenceto the father. Family ancesors werehonoredand not forgotten

Confucius promotedanorderly society in which pegple of higher rark were courteaus to those below,
and those of lower rark wereresectful to those above. Confucius said aruler should actlike a good father
ard leadby example, not through power and harsh laws. QVhenthe ruler doesright, all menwill imitate his
self-control.O While the teachings of Confucius were not influertial in his lifetime, they soon became a
guiding philosophy of Chinese civilizaion, and they still exerta strong influence on Chines culture today.

40. The First Emperor

One of ChinaOsvarring states the Qin (CHIN) kingdom of wesern China, grew weathy from
agiculture basedon extersiveirrigation. With this wealth, the Qin ruler raised a powerful army and spernt
twerty yearsruthlessly conquering ChinaOsvarring states He declared himself First Emperor in 221 BC.
Thus, it wasthe First Emperar, Qin Shi Huangdi, who creaedthe country of China and gave Chinaits name.

In order to unify China, the First Emperor strippedthe regonal warlords of their power, and he forced
themto move to the capital where he could control them. He also standardizedthe Chines language,
money, roads, and weights and measires The First Emperar ruled with a philosophy that consideredpeaple
selfish and evil by nature; he adopted strict laws and harsh punishmertsto keeppeagpleinline. He also tried
to control what peaple could think. It issaid he buried scholarsalive, burned books including the teachings
of Confucius, and he brutally eliminatedthose who disagreedwith him.
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41. Great Wall of China

Natural barriersprotected Chinaon threesides oceansto the eag and south, mountains and desertto
the weg. But, ChinaOsorthernborder lay opento attack from Huns. The First Emperor ordereda number
of individual walls joinedtogether to form one greatstone wall to defend ChinaOsiorthern border from
attack Hundreds of thousands of lalborersworked on the Great Wall for years and many workers died under
the harsh conditions. Gatesin the wall became certersof trade with the nomadc peagpleswho lived outside.
The Great Wall still stands, but it hasbeenrepairedand rebuilt a number of timesover the certuries

The First Emperor also built for himself a magnificent underground tomb, and nearty he buriedaterra-
cotta army of life-size soldiersto protecthim for eternity. (Terracottais the brownish-orange pottery used
today to make flowerpots.) One pit contained sculptures of 6,000 infantry men (foot soldiers), and a second
pit held the cavalry (mountedsoldierg complete with life-size horses all arrangedin battle formaion. Each
clay soldier wasmodeled after anactual soldier of the emperaOsmy. One of the greatarchedogical fi nds
of the twertieth certury, the terra-cotta atmy wasuncoveredaccidentally in 1974 by afarmerdigging awell.

Hoping to find a way to avoid deah, the First Emperor experimerted with a number of potions until he
killedhimself by accidertal poisoning. The Qin Dynagy lagedfor only fifteenyears but it begana Chinese
tradtion of strong certral governrments controlled by powerful rulers

42. Han Dynasty

The harsh rule of the First Emperar wasso unpopular thatthe Qin Dynagy wasoverthrown shortly after
the emperarOsleah. Following a period of civil war, the Han Dynagy took control of Chinain 206 BC.
Hanrulersadopted Confucianideasabout creating arespectul and orderly society, and they set-up a civil
servicesystem to run the governmert with well-educated offi cials chosenby writtenteds.

The Han Dynagy exparded ChinaOgmpire to the south and wed, and it producedmarvels that would
charge the world including the shipOsudder, the magnetic compass, and paper. The four-hundred-yea reign
of the Han Empire wasso succesful thatit is considered the greates of ChinaOslassical dynagies The
Han Empire evertually weakenred, fell apart, and wasrepgacedby three kingdomsin 220 AD. About a
hundredyearslater, Hun invaderstook control of the Chines heartand. The period of classical civilizaion
in Chinawasover, but the Chinese were left with anenduring belief that China wasthe certer of civilization.

43. the Silk Road

During the Han Dynagy, regular trade beganover the Silk Road, actually a network of trails that
stretched 4,000 milesfrom Chinato the Roman Empire. Only the Chinese knew how to raise silkwormsand
weave silk; Chinese silk wasworth its weight in gold in Rome. Europears also acquired atage for other
Asianluxury goods including spices atade that would later send Columbus on his voyagesof discovery.

The Silk Roadwasatwo-way street Asiangoods were traded for Wedern goods, which flowed back
along the Silk Roadto China. Imports from the wed to Chinaincluded gold, silver, powerful horses new
foods, and Buddhism. This overlard trade wasmade possible by the camel, the Osip of the desert, Owith its
large padded feet for walking on shifting desert sands and its ahility go long distanceswithout food or water.

Trade routessuch asthe Silk Road were pioneeredby nomads. For a price, nomads provided caravans
with pack animals and protecion. The Silk Roadin the north joined with the southernoceanshipping routes
to form atradng web that spreadgoods, technologies and ideasbetweenAsia, Europe, and North Africa

44. ron Age

The Bronze Age wasfollowedby the Iron Age. Thisiswhenpeagple learredhow to use a draft of air
from afurnace or bellows to produce the hot temperaturesneecedto mel iron from iron ore and to shape it
into tools and weapons. Iron wasmuch stronger thanbronze,and it wasless expensive because iron ore was
easerto find thanthe tin needed to make bronze. Iron working not only mearn better tools and weapons, it
meart lots more of them, a major technological change.

Iron working probally beganin the Middle Eag about 1200 BC ard quickly spread Iron hadabig
impacton agiculture and warfare. Iron plow bladesand hoesmade it possible to work heaver soils than
before, extending agriculture into new lands and boosting humanpopulations. Armiesgrew bigger and
deadierdue to more effecive and less expensive iron weapons and armor. The Iron Age continuesto the
present day, although some might say we live in the Olrdustrial AgeOor the Migital Age O
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Unit 4 - Ancient Greece and Rome: Civilization Spreads West

LOCATIONS: Greece, Crete, Black Sea, Athens, Persian Empire (Iran), Alexandria, Italy, Rome,
Roman Empire, Carthage, Alps, Constantinople (Istanbul)

45. Greece

Thefirst civilizaions to develop in Europe were extersions of the early civilizaions of Mesopotamia
and Egypt. EuropeOgaries major culture wasthe Minoan civilizaion of Crete, the larges of the Greek
islands. Minoan culture wasstrongly influencedby Egypt. Minoancivilization isthe source of the Greek
myth about the hero Theseus who erteredthe labyrinth (a maz) and slayed the Minotaur.

Gree@is amountainous and rocky peninsulawith little good farmland, but itslong irregular coadline
providedfine harbors. Many Greeks turnedto the seato make aliving by fishing and tradng. Greeks
edallished coloniesand dominatedtrace in the eagern Mediterraneanand Black Seas Greekcommunities
isolated by mountains developedinto independert self-governing city-statesthat often fought one another.
The leadng city-stateswere Sparta with its strong military governmert and Athens the presernt-day capital
of Greece The Greeks hada polytheistic religion; their gods lived on Mount Olympus.

Greeeis known for its classical civilizaion of 500 to 300 BC. Classical Greek culture, particularly that
of Athenrs, is famedfor its beauiful arts, architecture, philosophy, theatr, Olympic games ard for creaing
thefirst democracy. Classical Greeeis usually consideredthe principal source of Wedern Civilizaion.

46. Thelliad and the Odyssey

Modern people still readliteraure from ancient Greee including the lliad and the Odyssey, two epic
(meaning long and heroic) poemsby Homer. Thelliad takesplace during the Trojan War whenthe Greels
usedalarge wooden horse with soldiershiddeninside to defeat the defenders of Troy in AsiaMinor. The
Odyssey recaunts the adventuresof the hero Odysseus who hadto overcome mary obstaclesduring his 10-
yearvoyage home from the war in Troy. These poemsarethe first literay works of Wedern Civilizaion.

The heroesof Greekmyths such asthe Iliad and the Odyssey served asmodels of excellence for the
arciert Greeks. In both poems rea®n and wisdom aremore powerful than physical strength. HomerOs
poemswerelater the inspiration for a greatoutpouring of literature during the classical Greek age.

47. Persian Wars

Certeredin preert day Iran, the Persian Empire stretchedfrom the Middle Ead to India; it wasthe
larged empire the world hadyetseen The Pasianstriedto add Greeceto their empire in the 400s BC, but
the Greels unitedlong enough to defeatthem. At the Battle of Maraton, Greeksrepelledalarger invadng
force of Persans, and legend says a Greeksoldier rannearly 26 milesfrom the battlefield to Athers where he
diedafter delivering news of the victory. Thislegend isthe badsfor the modern maraton foot race.

In fighting tenyeas later (480 BC), the pegple of Athens fledto the nearly island of Salmis after the
Persans conqueredand burned Athers. The Perganking Xerxeshad his throne placedon a hill wherehe
could watch his fleet of 700 warships dedroy the Greeknawvy of about 300 ships. Instead Xerxeswatchedin
horror asthe Greeks lured his navy into a narrow strait that preverted mary of the Pasianships from joining
the battle. The Greeks won the battle, and the Persan Warssoon ended Because the victory at Sabamis
preserved Greek culture, some historiarns have calledthis Ohe battle that saved Wegern Civilizaion.O

48. Part henon

A statesmannamedPericlesbecanethe political leader of Athers following the PerdanWars
Although the wars had ended, Persaremained a military threat and other Greekcity-statespaid money to
Athens for protection. Periclesusedthisincometo rebuild his burned-out city and to financethe
construction of magnificert new buildings including the Parthenon. The Partheron is atemge built to honor
Atheng, goddess of wisdom and war and the patron goddess of Athens. The Partheron is the main building
on the Acropolis, a high point in Athers that wasthe center of Athenianlife and afortress against attack

Although the Partieron is now in ruins, it is famedfor its beauy and proportion. It is probaldy the most
influertial building in the history of Wedernarchitecure. The Pathernon hasserved asa model for
importart buildings in much of the world including the Lincoln Memorial in the United States Like all
classical Greek temples the Parthenon wasbuilt with closely spacedcolumns thatleft little interior space
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49. democracy

The Greeks edallished a new kind of society by inverting the polis. The polis wasanassociation of
free male citizers who servedasthe soldierswho deferdedtheir city-state from attack, and they maragedthe
governmert. The polis chose leadersto governthe city-state for alimited period of time, oftenayea. This
approachwasquite differert from other arciert societiesin which government washeadedby aking, and the
people were separatd by classinto a small group of the rich and alarge group of the poor.

The democratic principals developedin the polis reachedtheir greated extent during the rule of Pericles
in Athens whereevery citizenwasexpectedto participate in governmert. Demaocracyis aform of
govermmert in which power lieswith the pegple who may exercise that power direcly asthey did in ancient
Athers whereall citizers could vote on new laws. Or, power may be exercisedindirecty through elected
repreertativesaswe do in the United States (emacracyOcomesfrom the Greekword for Ohe peaple.O)

Most of the Greek city-statesdid not have demacratic governmerts, and evenin Athers, citizers were a
minority of the population because women slaves and foreign-born persons did not qualify ascitizers.

50. humanism

The arcient Greeks consideredhumanbeings to be the certer of existence. Unlike other ancient
culturesthat were deepy concerned with religion, gods, and the afterlife, the philosophy and arts of classical
Greee@ weremore concerredwith the value of human beings on earti. This emphass on humars canbe
seenin Greekartthat portrayedthe humanbody realstically. Art of the classical Greek period wasmuch
more realistic thanthe stiff, formal art of ealier erassuch asthe art of arcient Egypt and early Greece

Greels strivedfor excellence in the way they conducted their daily lives They believedthat rea®n was
the true source of knowledge and that a wise person was the bed person; rea®n, not emation, should rule our
lives Thisconcernwith humanlife, and the effort to improve humarity through rea®n, is calledhumarism.
Greekhumarism emphaszedorderin daily life, nothing in excess, a balance betweenextremesknown as
Orhe Golden Mean.O In school, for examge, both the body ard the mind weretrained Overtwo thousand
yearslater, Greekhumanism would help shape the Renaissance and the Enlightenmert in Europe.

51. Sacrates (SOCK-ruh-teeg

Talented artists and thinkersweredrawn to Athens during the Age of Pericles One of the beg known
wasthe philosopher Socrates He was famed for saying, Orhe unexamined ife is not worth living.O Sccrates
encouraged his students to quedion acceped wisdom including goverrmert policies

But, the goldenage of Athens wasabout to end asAthens wert to war with Sparta. Early in the
fighting, a plague of typhoid fever killedathird of the redderts of Athersincluding Peicles After 27 years
of warfare, Athens wasdefeated and went into decline. Sccrateswascondemnedto deat by the citizers of
Athers for nedecting the gods and corrupting the morals of the young. Many historiars believe, however,
that Sacrateswasmade a scapegoat for the decline of Athenrs afterit wasdefeatedby Sparta.

Sacratesdid not leawe behind writtenworks; his philosophy wascarried forward by his studert, Plato.
Plato wasdeepy troubledby the deat of hisfriend Sccrates It cawsed him to quedion demccracy, Plato
warnedthat clever leacerscould easly manipulate citizens who knew little about the importart issuesof the
day. Plato edaldishedaschool called The Academy, the first realuniverdty. His most famous student was
the philosopher Ari stotl e whose ideaswould dominate Wedernsciertifi c thought for certuriesto come.

52. Hellenistic Civilization

Degite the decline of Athers, Greee would again take the certer stage of history with the conqueds of
Alexander the Great, a young manfrom the mountainous northernregon of Greee caled Macedmia.
AlexarderOsutor wasthe philosopher Aristotle, and his father wasPhilip of Macedon, who succeededin
conguering all of Greecein 322 BC, ending the independence of the Greekcity-states After hisfatherdied,
Alexandertook control of Greece atthe age of 20, but Alexander warted more.

Alexander succeeddin conquering Egypt and much of the ancient world, extending his empire all the
way to India. In the process, he defeated GreeceOsld enemy, the Persian Empire. Alexarder never lost a
battle, but he becane sick with fever and died atthe age of 32. Hisempire fell apartand wasdivided amang
histop gererak. After hisdeath, anew culture emerged known asHellenistic civilizaion, ablend of Greek
Persan, Egyptianand Indianinfluencesthat would flourish for cernturies One of the citiesfounded by
Alexarder, Alexandri a, Egypt, had agreatlibrary that wasthe certer of learning of the Hellenistic world.
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53. Roman Empire

Rome, the capital of presert-day Italy, wasalso the captal of the ancient RomanEmpire. The Romars
were a practcal and hard-working peaple, and RomeOsturdy farmersmade good soldiers Rome wasonly a
small town on the Tiber River when Athers wasat the height of its glory, but Rome grew to become a strong
city-state at about the time of Alexander the Great The Romars adopted Helleristic culture; their gods, arts,
and architecture resembledthose of the Greeks. At first, kings ruled Rome, and thenabout 500 BC, the
Roman Republic wasedahlishedwith alaw-making body calledthe Senate. Every yearthe Serate chose
two of its memkbersto serve asco-rulers or consuls. For atime Rome hadaform of democracy, although
wealthy upper-class familiesheld most of the political power. Later, during atime of troublein the republic,
Julius Caesr seizedcontrol of the governmert. His succesorstook the title of emperor.

At its height, the Roman Empire completely ercircledthe MedterrareanSea, extending from the
Middle Ead to the British Isles RomeOsertral location in the Mediterraneanmace it anideallocation for
building alarge Mediterraneanempire and international tradng network. It wassaid, QAll roads leadto
Rome.O The empire had a strong central governmert that producedmassive public works including paved
roads, governmernt buildings, baths, sports arenas and aqueducts (water transport structures. Astheyears
passed, the RomanEmpire weakered, wasdividedinto two parts, and evertually fell to nomadc invaders

54. Carthage

Carthage wasanarcien city on the coad of North Africa,and it wasa powerful rival of Rome. From
264-146 BC, Carthage and the Roman Republic fought three Punic Wars. During the secand war, a gereral
from Carthage named Hannibal led a huge amrmy supported by war elepharts from Spain through the Alps
into Italy, atroop movemert consideredone of the greaed in history. Hamibal could not be stopped, and he
wasthreatnng Rome when Romanamiesattacked Carthage, forcing Hamibal to return to protect his
homeland. Hamibal later poisoned himself rather than became a prisoner of the Romars.

In the third and fi nal Punic War, Romanamiesburned Carthage to the ground, and the people of
Carhage became Romanslaves Asin arciernt Greecg much of RomeOswvork wasdone by slave labor.
With Carthage defeaked, Rome wasfreeto expand into new territoriesincluding Spain, Greece,and Egypt.

55. Julius Caesar

Turmoil cameto the Roman Republic following the Punic Wars Small farmerscould not compete with
cheager agricultural products and slave labor imported from the conqueredterritories Famerslost their land
to richlandownersard driftedto the cities Mobs of poor pegple riotedin the streets of Rome demarding
more power. Civil war broke out whena succesful general, Julius Caesr, moved his amy out of Gau
(present day France) and marchedtoward Rome. Caesar won the civil war, and he hadthe senate declare
him dictator for life in 48 BC, ending the RomanRepublic that hadexisted for over 400 years

Caesr wasassassinatedon the Idesof March(March 15th) in 44 BC by hisfriend Brutus and other
senators opposedto CaesrOglictatorship. Brutus ard his fellow assassins warted Rome to continue asa
republic. It didnOt While some peaple believed Caesr wasanarrogart tyrart, othersgave him credt for
regoring order at a time when RomeOsepublicangovernmert wasno longer functioning effecively.

56. Pax Romana

During atrip to Egypt, Caesr fell in love with Clegpatra, the young queenof Egypt, and he brought
herwith him to Rome. After CaesurOsleath, Clegpatra returnedto Egypt, and civil war broke out again in
Rome between CaesrOsupportersand hiskillers CaesarO$riends won the struggle, and two of themtook
control of the empre, Octavian in the weg and Antony inthe eas. When Antony traveledto Egypt, he too
fell in love with Clegpatra although he wasmarriedto OctavianOsister. In Rome, Octaviandeclaredwar on
Antony and Clegpatra, and he evertually defeaedtheir combined military forces To avoid being capgured,
Antony and Clegpatracommitted suicide. While alive, Clegpatratriedto keep Egypt great After her death,
Egypt became a province of the RomanEmpire, ending the 3,000-yearreign of the pharadhs.

Octavianbecame sole ruler of Rome and took the name Augustus. Considereda political genius by
mary historians, Augustus proclaimedhimself RomeO#$ rst emperar, and he wasworshippedasagod. He
quietly strippedthe Serate of its power, turning Romeinto anempire disguisedasarepublic. Nonetheless,
the reign of Augustus endednearly a certury of politicd strife in the Romanworld, and it wasthe begnning
of a200-yearlong period of peace ard prosperity called PaxRomare, Latin for the QRomanPea@.O
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57. Roman law

RomeOempire grew to itslarges size during the PaxRomara. One way Roman emperars controlled
their vag empire wasthrough a uniform systemof laws that wasenforced from one end of the Romanworld
to the other. Judgeswererequiredto weigh evidencefairly, and accused persons were considered innocert
until provenguilty. The courts erforcedlegal contracts. These principleswerelater adoptedin legal systems
of other nationsincluding the United States Romanlaw is one of the greaed legaciesof the empre.

The empire wasalso held together by a well-trained ammy, by communications over an extensive road
system,and by the Latin language. The Latin alphabet wasderivedfrom anearierwriting systemcreated
by seatradersfrom Phoericiaon the eagernend of the MediterraneanSea. From their travels, Phoericians
learred about Sumerian cuneiform and Egyptian hieraglyphics, writing systemsthat used hundreds of
symbolsto represent words or syllabdes The Phoericians hada betteridea; they createdjust 22 symbolsto
represent spokensounds. We cal these symbols letters Because the Phoenician Alphabet wassimpler and
more precise than picture writing, it spreadto other cultures It wasadopted by the Greeks who added
vowels and by the Romars who modifi edthe lettersto became the alphabet we use today.

58. arch

An archis a curved opening that spans a doorway, window, or other space. The arch could spanmuch
greatker distancesthanthe column-and-beam architecture of the Egyptians and Greeks. Archesbuilt side-by-
side created aqueducts; archesplacedin front of one another formed large OvautedOceilings, and arches
arrargedin acircular paterncreaeddomes The arch wasadoptedon alarge scale by the Romans who also
developedthe use of concrete asa construction material. The arch and concrete mace it possible to construct
public buildings with large interior spacesthat could be usedfor practical purposes not just astemples

One of the most impressive of these buildings is the Colosseum, a greatarena of arciert Rome that
seakd 50,000 spectators. Bloody and deady conteds were stagedin the Colosseun for the entertainmert of
Romancitizers. Although the Colosseum isnow in ruins, it remains a monumert to Romanengineering, and
it isthe symbol of the presert day city of Rome. The Colosseum also stands asa monumert to human
cruelty that symbolizesthe decadence, or moral decay, of the later yearsof the Roman Empire.

59. Constantinethe Great

By the fourth cerntury AD, the Roman Empire wasin confusion; it wasrunning short of money ard
facing increasng pressure from raiderspushing in from the borders In one 50-year period, 26 emperars
reigned, and only one of them died of natural causes At about thistimea strong gereral namedConstartine
took control of the emgre and triedto stop its decline. He isremenmbered asConstartine the Great

Although Christianity hadlong beenoutlawedin the empire, Constartine legalized Christianity, and he
endedthe blood sportsin the Colosseum. He also edahlished Constantinople asthe cagtal of the stronger
easernpart of the RomanEmpire, while Romeremained cagtal of the weakened wegern part of the empire.
Constartine ruled over both parts of the emgre from Constartinople located on the Bosporus Strait that
connects the Black Seato the Medterrarean Constantinople wasa prosperous crossroads of trade routes
where Europe meets Asia. Today, Constartinopleis calledlstanbul, and it is TurkeyOdarges city.

60. Fall of Rome

The fall of Rome wasa slow-mation process that took certuriesto unfold. Despite the beg efforts of
Constartine, the Roman Empire continuedto decline after his deaty asnomadc warriors stepped-up their
attacks. These nomadsincludedHuns who swept down from the Euragan steppes pushing other nomadc
tribeslike Goths and VVandals ahead of them. Many nomads weresimply seeking a better life inside the
empre. The Romars consideredthes nomadc peagplesto be culturally inferior and caledthembar bari ans.
Nearthe end, the RomanEmpire wasin chacs, hiring barbariars to fight other barbariars.

The lag empera in the wed wasdefeatdin 476 AD, the date usually givenasthe Fall of Rome. It
should be remembered however, that the eagern portion of the RomanEmpire lived on for another thousand
yearsasthe Byzartine Empire. Historiars have long debatedthe cawsesof the Fall of Rome. Factors
includedaterrible plague, the decline of agriculture, heavy taxes and adecaden upper class devotedto
luxury and greed Perhaps the more important quedion is not why Romefell, but why it laged so long.
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Unit 5 - The Early Middle Ages, 500 AD to 1000 AD
LOCATIONS: Byzantine Empire, Scandinavia, Russia, Southeast Asia, Korea, Maya, Arabia, Mecca

61. the classical period

Ancient timesbeganwith the rivervalley civilizaions starting about 3500 BC and ended with the fall of
threegreatclassical civilizaions around 500 AD. When peple in the Wedernworld speakof the classical
period, they areusually referring to ancient Greeceand Rome. But in alarger serse, a classical period is
whenary civilizaion undergoesadvancenen in several fields such asgovernmernt, religion, the arts, or
scierce. It isatimewhena culture develops distinctive featuresthat help to define it far into the future.

The threegreat classical civilizations of India, China, and the Medterrareancreatedlarger emgresthan
hadexistedbefore. They all sufferedfrom internal weaknessesbefore falling to Hun invasons by about 500
AD, marking the erd of anciert times Still, each civilizaion hadits own distinctive character. The Mauryan
and Gupta dynadiesgave India religious philosophiesthat focused on union with auniversal spiritual force
and de-emphaszedthe concerrs of thislife. The Qin and Handynadiesleft China with atradtion of strong
certral governmerts headed by powerful rulersand a Confucian philosophy that promoted order, regect, and
learring. Greeceand Rome gave Wegern Civilization a humanistic philosophy concerredwith improving
life through rea®n, along with tradtions of citizeninvolvemert in governmert and rule by law.

62. the middle ages

Historiars disagree about the beg way to classify erasof history, but mary peaople use the term Omildie
agesOto idertify the period betweenarciert timesand moderntimes athousand yearsfrom approximaiely
500 AD to 1500 AD. Although civilization wasin decline atthe begnning of this period, a powerful new
Islamic civilizaion wasabout to arisein the Middle East, and older civilizaions would evertually revive.
During the middle ages intermational trade would grow, helping to spreadcivilizaion and major religions
from core civilizaions to outlying regons including sub-Salaran Africa, Japan and Russia.

Thefirst few certuriesof the middle agesin Europe are oftencalledthe Dark Agesbecatse civilizaion
had collapsed after the Fall of Rome,and Europe wastorn by widegreadfi ghting among barbariantribes
We shall begn our journey through the middle agesin Europe where civilizaion hadfallenthe farthed.

63. Germanic tri bes

Although the Romars called them barbarians, Geman speaking nomads defeated the Romars because
the emgre had grown weak ard it could no longer deferd its vag borders But the Germaric tribeswere
illiterak (could not readand write), and warriors were loyal only to their local chiefs which mace the
developmert of nations or empresimpossible. Thiswasatimeof much warfarebetweencompeting tribes
and bands; the populations of citiesdeclinedaspeagple fledto the countryside to escape the fighting.

The loss of writing, cities and governmert organization meart that civilizaion hadlargely endedin
Wedern Europe. Astime wernt on, barbarian chiefs would becane noblesand kings, and these German
speaking tribeswould evolve into the powerful kingdomsthat ruled Europe during the later middle ages

64. Chri stianity

Christianity took hold in the Roman Empire asthe emgre wasfalling apart. It isbasedon the Old
Tedamert of the Bible and the teachings of Jesus, a Jewish holy manborn in the Middle Ead during the
reign of Augustus Caesr. Jesus encouraged his followersto be kind to othersand to rejectviolence. Jewish
leacersdisagreedwith some of JesusOgeachings and hadhim placedon trial. He wasexecuted by Roman
officials. Later, the RomanEmpire adopted Christianity asits offi cial religion, which spreadChristianity
overalarge areaand mack Christiarity amajor world religion. Today it is the worldOsarged religion.

The Roman Catholic Church wasone institution from Romantimesthat did not breakdown. During
the Dark Ages Latin-educated Catholicskept the flame of learning alive in Wedern Europe. Eventhe
Germaric tribesconvertedto Christianity by about 600 AD. Overtime, the bishop of Rome cameto be
acceped asthe leackr of the Catolic Church, the pope. Christianity, like other major religions of the time,
came to dominate art, architecture, and thinking in the lands whereit wasadopted Christianity wasso
certral to life during the middle agesin Europe that Western Europe wascalled Chri stendom.
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65. Charl emagne

We begn to seecivilization returning to Europe with the reign of Charlemagne, the Christianking of a
Germaric peple calledthe Franks. The Frarks gave Frarceits name. Charlemagne edabishedalarge
emprein wedernand certral Europe. Afterhis amiesdeferdedthe pope, the pope crowned Charlemagne
asthe new Romanemperar on Christmasday in the yea 800. This attempt to revive the wedern Roman
Empire didnOtag long. When Charlemagne died, his empire wasdivided among his three sons. Two of
these kingdoms formedthe general outlinesof todayOsGermary and France.

In addition to his succes asa warrior, Charlemagne is rememberedfor his encouragement of learning:
he neecedreadng and writing to marage alarge empire. Charlemagne egahllished schools and surrounded
himself with scholars He encouraged monks in monasteriesto copy literaure from the ancient Greeks and
Romars; without this work, much of what we know about the classical world would have beenlost forever.

Monagerieswere Catholic religious communitieswhere monks raised their own food, operated schools
and libraries and copiedbooks. Catholic nuns hadsimilarinstitutions caled convents, which were one
placein Europe where womencould receve aneducaton and live freeof male control.

66. Vikings

Vikings were fierce warriors, tradersand raidersfrom Scandinavia, present day Norway, Swedenand
Denmark. During the 800s and 900s, Vikings terrarized much of coagal Europe and traveled far inland by
riverto loot, dedroy, and slaughter. They fought the Frarks amang others and they conqueredNor mandy
(land of the Northmen) in northern Frarce wherethey settled down and convertedto Christiarity.

Vikings traveled the stormy North Atlartic in excellert ships that could also navigate shallow rivers.
The Vikings brought the adverturous spirit of oceanexploration to Europe. A Viking namedL eif Eri ckson
wasprobally the first Europeanexplorer to discover North America,but little resultedfrom his visit.

67. feudalism

Faming villagesin Europe needtd defernse against wavesof nady invaderslikethe Vikings. The
solution wasmounted warriors calledknights who could repond quickly to anattack Theinvertion of the
stirrup gave knights a steady platform from which to fi ght while wearing heaw meial atmor and using heaw
weapons. Locallords (the nobility) hiredknights to protectvillagersbecause the villagersfams provided
the lordOsncome. The farmers calledserfs, were not slavesbut werepoor and had few rights.

Thelord, in turn, owed military serviceto the king who gave the lord hisland. In thisway, the king
ruledthrough local lords who controlled smaller territorieswithin the kingdom. This kind of military and
social systemis calledfeudalism. Under feudalism, people owedloyalty and service to those above, while
those above owed protecion to those below. Feuwdalism wasa middle stage in the developmert of govern-
mert betweenrule by tribesand rule by large nations with certralizedgovernments that would comelater.

Conditions in Wedern Europe hadgradually improved sincethe Dark Ages The feudal system offered
peaople some protection, and the church provided cultural unity and the hope of abetter life in heaven But
Christendom wasdivided among mary competing kingdoms, and commercial actvity wasweak In the
early middle ages Europe wasstill abackward society comparedto the great civilizaions of Eurasa.

68. Byzantine Empire
One of the worldOgyreat civilizaions wasnext door to Europe in the easern part of the Roman Empire,

the part that did not fall to barbariars. The eagernRomanEmpire survivedfor another thousand years under
anew name, the Byzartine Empire with its cagtal at Constartinople. The size of the empire fl uctuated over
the certuries but it gererally included Greee ard Asia Minor. Byzartine culture exterdedinto Russia.

Byzartine emperors served asheadof both the Christianchurch and the state. GreekrepacedLatin as
the offi cial language. Evenrtually the Christianchurch split into eagernand wedernbranches with Latin-
speakng Roman Catholicsin Wedern Europe and Greek-speakng Ort hodox Christiansin the Eag.

Byzartine emperors promoted a style of art that featured beauiful mosaics. The bed-known example
of Byzartine architecture is the church of Saint Sgphia constructed by emperor Justinian in Constartinople.
Built asthe largeg Christianchurchin the world, it becamethe model for later Eagern Orthodox churches

Justinianalso brought together all of the laws of the RomanEmpire into asingle legal code that became
the bads for modern legal systemsin Europe. Rulesand customsin the Byzartine court becane so complex
that the term OlyzartineG's now usedto indicate any set of complicaied|aws or procedures
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69. Russia

Viking traders movedinto wedern Russia and developedriver trade routesthat reached south to
Constartinople. Fursfrom Scandinavia were traded for luxury products from the Byzartine Empire. Many
Russiars visited Constantinople, and missionari estraveledto Russia spreadng the Eagern Orthodox
religion. One of RussiaOsarly rulers, a Viking descendent named Viadmir |, mariedthe sister of a
Byzartine emgeror, and he aceepted Orthodox Christiarity for his peaple. His choiceof Christianity might
have beeninfluercedby IslamO®anon alcohol. He reportedy said, Arinking is the joy of the RussesO

RussiaOsulture, including its art and architecture, began to resemble Byzartine culture. The Russian
alphabetis derived from the Greek alphabet, and Orthodox Christianity is the main religion in Russiatoday.

70. Tang Dynasty (TONG)

In China, nearly four certuriesof disorder followedthe fall of the Han Dynagy in 220 AD. During this
long period of unred, Buddhism gained strength in China. Chinafinally became united again under a new
emperor in the ealy middle ages and shortly thereafier the Tang Dynady took control of China and returned
Chinato greaness. Underthe Targ, theideak of Confucius wererevived, artand music fl ourished, ard
gunpowder and printing were inverted. The Chine<e first printedby carving words and picturesinto blocks
of wood, which were pressed against paper. Later the Chinesinvernted movable type with each character
mace from asingle piece of harderedclay.

Tang emperas triedto improve agriculture by reducing large edatesheld by aristocrats and giving land
to the peasants (poor and uneducated farmers). During the Tang period, ChinaOgcaomy waserriched by
the new Grand Canal dug betweenthe Yellow and the Yangtze Rivers Caral boats now linkedthe political
certer of north China with the prosperaus rice-producing Y angtze River basn in the south. Safe and
inexpersive caral transportation brought more rice, precious goods, and taxesto northernChina. The Tang
dynagy lagedfor threehundredyears from 618 - 907 AD. It weakened and wasredacedby the Song
dynagy that continued ChinaOgcaomic and cultural developmert for arother three hundredyeas.

71. Sautheast Asia

One of the most importarnt everts of the middle ageswasthe spread of ricefarming in Asia. After a
new and more productive variety of rice became available, large tracts of swamgand and fores were
convertedto ricepaddies In China, population doubledbetweenthe 700s and 1100s. This new type of rice
originatedin Sautheas Asia and reacted Chinaand India over oceantrade routes These sameroutes
brought marufactured goods such asscissors and cooking pots to Sautheag Asia.

Sautheag Asiaisaregon comprisedof two parts: the southeas corner of the Asianmainland and a
large ar chipelago (chain of islands) betweenthe Asian mainland and Australia. It includesthe modern
mainland countriesof Vietnam and Thailand, and the island nations of Indoneda and the Philippines

Saiors of Sautheas Asia were among the worldOsnost daring. During arciert times they discovered
how to ride the monsoons, seasonal winds that blow toward the continernt of Asia during the warm months
and away from the mainland during the cold months. These sailors opened the southern oceantrade routes
that connectedthe Indiantradng network with the Chinatrade network. By the ealy middlie ages, they were
sailing two-thirds of the way around the eart from Africato islands in the Sauth Paciffic.

72. Korea and Japan

Asricecultivation spreadfrom the certral civilizations of Asia, new societiesbeganto developin
outlying regons. Rice growing becameimportart in Koreaabout 100 AD, and ricetook hold in Japanovera
certury later. Otherimportsfrom China and India soon followed. Buddhist monks brought readng, writing,
and their religion first to Koreaand thento Japan. Both countries adopted Chinese architecural styles
Rulersin Koreaand Japantriedto organize certral governrmerts based on the Chinese model.

Korea,a peninsulaattachedto the Chines mainland, wasstrongly influencedby China. Japan, an
archipelago separatdfrom Chinaby 500 milesof ocean, wassomewhat less affected by Chinese culture.
Both societiesmanagedto retain distinct culturesby blending Chinese influenceswith their own tradtions.

Aswasgenreraly truein civilizedsocietiesduring the middle ages womenin Japanhadfewer rights
thanmen Nonetheless, upper class womenstudied art and music, and they learned how to readand write.
Japanes womenproducedsome of fineg literaure of the age including The Tale of Genji about life in the
royal court. The Tale of Gerji isbelievedto be the first novel writtenin any language.
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73.the Maya

Humars camelate to the Wedern Hemisphere,and civilizaion startedlater heretoo. Native Americars
wereisolated from advancemertsin Eurada, so they had to invert agriculture and civilizaion on their own.
Agriculture appearedin Mexico and Sauth America about 5,000 yearsafter it beganin the Middle Eag. The
first civilizaion of the Americaswasprobally the Olmecculture of southernMexico (1200 BC to 400 BC).
The Olmecsraised corn, bears, and squash and are known for their sculpturesof giart stone heacs.

The Maya civilizaion arose certurieslater just eas of Olmeclands. Maya city-statesfl ourished
between 300 and 900 AD in the Yucaianpeninsula of Mexico and northern Certral America. The Maya
improved on the achievemerts of the Olmecsto create the most advancednative civilizaton of the Americas
They used hieraglyphicsto write on stone and in books made of bark paper. Theyhada zero-basd
numbering system before the Europears did. They createdfine arts, a calendar of 365-1/4 days, and
impressive pyramid-shapedtemgdesin large cities The Maya also practced humansacrifi ce and apparertly
playeda ball game that ended with the deats of the losers Perhaps the Maya were too succesful; it appeas
they overpopulatedtheir land depeting it of natural resources whichleadto their decline.

74. Muhammad

One of the bigged historical everts of the middle agescane out of the harsh de<erts of the Arabian
peninsula: the birth of Muhammadard his religion of Islam. Arakiawasaland of camel caravars, afew
tradng cities and fi erce desert nomads called Bedouins. Bedouin tribesworshiped local gods and fought
one another. Muhammadwasborn in the city of M ecca wherehe becane a succesful caravantrader and
merchant. From histravels, Muhammad|earred of Judaism and Christianity, religions with only one God.

Although Muhammadwasprosperous and repected, he warted more thanalife devotedto material
wealth. He wastroubledby inequality betweenrich merchants and poor nomads. Muhammadwould often
go off by himself to think and medtate. One day he saw avision of the angel Gafriel who told him to
OredieOmessagesfrom God. Muhammad beganto teachthese messages and evertually they were written
in aholy book calledthe Quran. MuhammadDgeactings ledto conflicts with the rulersof Meacawho
threaeredhislife. In 622 AD, he fledto the nearty town of Medina where his religious teachings and wise
advicegained him mary followers Muhammadalso provedto be aneffecive military leader whenhis
followersbatledforcesfrom Meca. In 630 AD, Muhammadwith thousands of followersreturnedto Meca
invictory. Muhammaddiedjust two yearslater, but he is revered asthe chief prophet or mesenger of Islam.

75. Islam

Worshipersof Islamare called M uslims, their housesof worship are mosques and their God is Allah.
Today Islamis the worldOsecond larged religion. Most Muslimslivein ageagraphic band that stretches
from Moroccoin weg Africato theislands of Sautheag Asia. Muslimsbelieve Allahis the same God
worshipedby Jews and Christians; Muhammadsaid Islamis a refinemert of these two ealierreligions.

Muslimsdo not have prieds; they have adirect relationship with God. Muslimsare requiredto help the
poor and sick and are expectedto be kind and generaus to those of lower rark. MuslimsfaceMecafive
timesaday to pray, and they are encouragedto go on apilgrimage (religious journey) to Mecca.

Muhammadtaught that all menand womenare equal before God; womenin early Muslim societieshad
more rights thanwomenin mary other culturesof the time. Muslim scholarsdevelopedthe Shari Og Shuh-
REE-uh), alegal and moral code based on Islamic teadings that appliedto governrment, business, and
personal deaings. Under Shari@ law, there wasno separaion betweenreligion and governmert.

76. Arab conqueds

Islamgave ArabiaO8edouin tribesone God to worship, and it promoted equality among believers The
tribesexperienceda unity they had never known before. Rater thanfighting eachother, they wert on a
spreeof foreign conqued aided by fag Arakianhorsesand camels well suitedto desert warfare. These were
wars of territorial conqued, not holy wars; Arals did not attempt to spreadlslam to lands they conquered

Arabs subdued Persa to their ead, parts of the Byzartine Empire to the north, and Egypt to the wed.
Thenthey took a breatherto quarrel over who wasthe rightful heir to Muhammad After splitting into two
sects, the Sunni and ShiOathe Arabs resumedtheir conqueds in northernindia, North Africa, and Spain.
But, whenthey tried to expand farther into Christian Europe, they were stopped by the Frarksin the weg and
by the Byzartine Empirein the ead. In just a hundredyears Arals createdthe larges empre since Rome.

© www.studentsfriend.com Rev.12/29/07 Page 20 Student® Friend World History & Geography 1



Unit 6 - The Late Middle Ages, 1000 to 1500 AD

LOCATIONS: Holy Land, Swahili Coast, Timbuktu, Beijing, Mongol Empire, Istanbul, France, England,
Andes Mountains, Aztec, Inca, Spain, Portugal

77. Abbasid Empire (uh-BA-suhd)

The Arab empire came under control of the Abbasd Dynagy in 750 AD. The great wave of Arakic
congueg wasover, and peagple of mary lands were choosing to adopt Islamastheir religion. Muslim traders
sailors, and preaclerscarried Islam to new territoriesin Certral Asia, sub-SataranAfrica, and Sauthead
Asia. Pe@le convertedto Islam becauwse it promised a close relationship with God and equality amang
believers and Muslims enjoyedthe berefits of membership in alarge and prosperous society.

Abbasgd rulers were tolerart of different pegplesand opento new ideas Jews, Christians, Hindus, and
Buddhists erjoyedfreedom of religion in Muslim lands. Muslimslearned from the culturesthey
encountered They preservedthe works of Aristotle and other classical Greek writers They adoptedthe
zerabased numbering systemof India. They acquired the compass and papermaking from China. And they
developedone of the most creatve societiesof all time. Islamic literaure, art, and architecure fl owered
Islamic civilization surpassedall othersin science and tecmology and in size.

But the very size of the Abbasd Empire mack it diffi cult to govern At the same timethe Islamic world
wasreaching new heights of achievemert, Abbasd rulers were losing control of their empire to non-Arabs.
Asthe empire weakened, it broke into competing Islamic kingdomsand thenfell to nomadc invaders

78. the Swahili Coast
It wasduring the Abbasd dynagy that Muslim tradersbrought sub-Sakaran Africainto closer contact
with the red of the world and spreadthe religion of Islam in the proces. As Muslim merchants developed
tracke links with citiesin Eag and Wed Africa, Africanrulersin these trade certersoftenconvertedto Islam
One trade center wason the eas coad of Africawhere the Swahili language wasspoken A string of
prosperaus Swahili Coagd citiesconnected Eag Africato the southernoceantradng network. These ports
tradedgold, ivory, and slavesfrom Africafor cotton from India, silk from Persa, and porcelain from China.

79. Empire of Mali

Islamcameto Weg Africawith camel caravars crossing the SaharaDesertfrom North Africa. Camels
could go no farther south thanaband of savama lying on the southernedge of the de<ert because camels
sickenedin wetter climatesto the south. Tradng citiessuch asTimbuktu grew and prospered where
carawars stoppedand exchanged salt and other goods from the north for gold from sub-Saharan Africa

Se\eral large statesdeveloped around these trading citiesin the OlumpOof Weg Africa. One wasthe
Empire of Mali thatthrivedduring the 1200s and 1300s. A Mali ruler, Mansa M usa, wert on apilgrimage
to Meccain 1324 ard distributed so much gold on his journey that the value of gold droppedin Egypt.

Although Islam came to Africantrade certers much of the interior of Africawasuntouchedby Muslim
culture. Pe@le therecontinuedto follow tradtional religions, and marny livedin stateless societieswithout
formalrulers In stateless societies the community or acouncil of familiesmack decisions.

80. Crusades

While the Abbasd dynagdy wasstruggling to maintain control overits weakenng empire, it facedanew
threatfrom Europe. RomanCatholic popesencouraged Christiankings and knights to undertake military
expedtions, or Crusades to capture the Holy Land from the Muslims. The Holy Land isaregon at the
eagernend of the MediterraneanSea whereJeaus lived; it is also holy to Jews and Muslims. Christian
crusaderscongueredmuch of the Holy Land, taking Jerusalemin 1099, but they wereunable to hold it and
weredrivenout by 1291. Thes Christianinvagons arestill recaledwith bitterness by some Muslims.

Still, the Crusadesprobally had greaterimpacton Europe thanon the Holy Land. Europears now had
first-hand knowledge of just how backward Europe seemedin comparison to the more advancedlslamic
culture. Thisreaization probaly pushed Europears to develop more rapdly to catch up with therival
Muslims Europears acquiredimportart tecologiesfrom the Muslim world including the GArabicO
numbering system (from India), the compass (from China), and the adrolabe, an Arakic instrumert for
measiring latitude. These inventions would make it possible for Europeanships to sail far out to sea.
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81. Mongols

The Abbadd Empire fell when Mongol invadersconqueredthe captal of Baghdad in 1258 and
massacred some 800,000 Muslimsincluding the caliph (emperor). The Mongols were nomadc tribesmen
and superb mounted warriors from certral Asiawho swept eas toward China and weg toward Europe under
the brilliant but ruthless leacership of Genghis Khan and his succesors. Mongols creakedthe large land
emprein world history. Their conqueds stoppedjust short of Wegern Europe whena Mongol leacerdied,
ard gererals returned home to choose a new khan Genghis KhanOgrandson, K ublai Khan, completedthe
congueg of China. He made himself emperar of China and egallishedthe present day captal of Beiji ng.

The Mongols left their mark. It took timefor many regionsto recover from Mongol dedruction. The
Mongol defeat of the Abbasd Dynagy left the Muslim world fragmerted, and Mongol control slowedthe
developmert of Russia. But, aMongol law code edallished order acrass the vag Mongol Empire ushering
in aperiod of peaceand increagdtrade between Eag and Wed over the old Silk Roads. Thestrade routes
also transportedthe fl easthat cariedthe Black Death (bubonic plague)from Chinato the Middle Eag ard
to Europe whereit killed half the pegple of someareas The Mongols were warriors, not administrators, and
they did not develop the government institutions necesary to maintain anempire. Mongol unity witheredin
the late 1300s, and evertually the Mongols wereabsorbedinto the culturesthey had conquered

82. Marco Polo

The Mongol invadons marked nealy the lag timein history that nomadc raiderswould threaen
civilization. Setledsocietiesevertually gainedthe upper hand against nomads with superior military
organizaton and fireams. Because Wedern Europe wassparedfrom Mongol attacks, Europe berefitedin
severalways from the Mongol conqueds. The Mongol victoriesweakened EuropeO#uslim rivals, ard
whenthe Mongols reedaldished dependald e trade along the Silk Road, Europears acquired new knowledge
and tecmology from the Eag including gunpowder weapons.

In Europe, Venice, Italy grew wealthy asthe main trad ng crossroads betweenEad and Wed. In 1271,
ateerager from Venice namedMarco Pdo left on atrading trip to Chinawith his father and uncle. They
visitedthe court of Kublai Khan, who gave bright young Marco ajob asambassador to outlying regons of
China. Marcoreturnedto Italy 24 yeaslater and wasserving ascaptain of a Venetianwarship whenhe was
capuredand sent to prison in Genoa, Italy. There he wrote whatis probaly the most infl uertial travel book
of all time, The Travels of Marco Polo. The book gave Europears their first realknowledge of China, ard
about two certurieslater it inspired another Italian, Christopher Columbus of Genoa, to set sail for Asia.

83. samurai

Although Kublai Khanruled China, he failedto conquer Japan. In 1281, he sent afleetof over 4,000
ships and 150,000 warriors against Japan Japan appeaedto be doomeduntil two days of typhoon winds
degroyed much of the Chinese force. The Japarese calledthe storm kamikaze, or Odvine wind.O

At thistime, warlords ruled Japan, and Japan hadafeudal systemvery similarto the system in Europe.
Poor fatmerswerebound to a land-owning lord, and the lord protected his holdings with mounted
professional warriors called samuai. Some membersof the samurai class becamerulersin their own right.

84. thevoyagesof Zheng He (JUNG HUH, someimesspelled Cheng Ho)

The Chines resrtedbeing ruled by Mongol outsiders After the deah of Kublai Khan, arevolt drove
the Mongols from China and egablishedthe Ming Dynasty thatlagednealy 300 years The Ming are
known for their fi ne blue and white porcelain (or china) that wasexportedto much of the world. The Ming
built the For bidden City in Beijing asa new home for the emperar with beauiful palacesand garders.

In the early 1400s, Ming emperars sert Chinese admiral Zheng He -- aMuslim and a eunuch -- on seven
greatoverseasvoyagesto demonstrate Chinese power and to collecttreasure. On hisfirst expedtion, Zheng
He commanded afleet of 62 shipsand 28,000 men Someof histreasure ships wereover 400 feetlong,
mary timesthe size of the shipslater usedby Coumbus. These expedtionstraveledasfar asArabiaand
eas Africa, extending Chinese influence over much of the civilizedworld. But Ming court advisersbeganto
argue that China could learnnothing from foreign Olarbarians,Oand ChinaOsnoney would be better spert
closerto homeimproving defensesagainst Mongols and other nomads. The ocean expedtions stopped, and
ChinaO4# eetwent into decline. ChinaOswithdrawal from oceanexploration openedthe door for the less-
advarcedcivilizaion in Wegern Europe to explore and evertually dominate the worldOscears.

© www.studentsfriend.com Rev.12/29/07 Page 22 Student® Friend World History & Geography 1



85. Ottoman Empire

Following the Mongol disruptions, threenew Islamic empiresemergedto repace the fallen Abbasd
Dynagy. They were the OttomanEmpire in the eagern Medterrarean, the Safavid Empirein Pasia,and
the Mughal Empire of India. (A Mughal ruler built the famedTaj Mahal.) Of thes three emgres the
OttomanEmpire wasthe larged, and it lagedlonged. The Ottomars werea branch of Turki sh nomads
from certral Asiawho fledwed to escape the Mongols. They settledin Asia Minor and eventually extended
their rule to Christianlands in southern Europe and to Muslim landsin the Middle Ead. The OttomanTurks
congueredthe lag remaining piece of the old Byzartine Empire in 1453 whenthey used early caronsto
dedroy the walls of Constartinople. They mack the city their cagtal and renamedit | stanbul.

The Ottoman Turks were Sunni Muslims. Their neighbors in the Safavid Empire were ShOaviuslims.
The two empiresbattledfor dominarce, a struggle intensified by their religious differences Today ShOa
Muslimsremain concertratedin the vicinity of Perda, now Iran and Irag while Sunnis area majority
elsewhere Distractedby conflicts with their rivals and by internal problems the threelslamic empirespaid
little attertion to the growing commercial and technol ogical strength of the kingdomsin Europe.

86. guilds

In Europe of the late middle ages improvemertsin agricultural technology ledto bigger populations
and the growth of cities Townspeaple gradually won the right from their local lords to run their own city
governmerts. Trade grew, ard citiesbecame important certersof marufacturing and commerce

Many of the goods tradedin Europe were producedby self-emgdoyed craftspeople who formed
organizatons called guilds to regulate the price and quality of their products such asshoesor metalwork.
Guilds were the forerunnersof todayOsabor unions. Guilds also servedascivic orgarizations that helpedto
run the towns. Some womenbegantaking up tradeslike hat making or weaving that gave them greater
financial independence. Mercharts and craftspegple werebecaming anew class in Europeansociety, a
middle class betweenthe peasants and the nobility (lords and kings).

87. Hundred YeasOwWar

It might be said that two warsbetweenFrarce and England markedthe begnning and the end of the age
of knights and caglesin Europe. Thefirst of these wars wasthe Nor man Conqued of England. In 1066, a
duke from the Normandy regon of northern France invaded and conquered England becoming the new
English king, Williamthe Conqueror. Williamusedknights to help win his victory, and the Normars built
caglesin England for protecton from hostile locals. Asarealt, knights and caglesbecame more popular.

Se\eral certurieslater, WilliamOsesenderts claimed the legal right to the French throne. This and
other cawsesledto the Hundred Y ear€War fought on Frerch soil from 1337 to 1453. In battle after battle,
Frerch knights weredefeated by English forcesthatincludedfoot soldiersfiring powerful longbows that
filledthe skieswith deady arrows. Most of France hadfallenunder English control whenanilliterae, teers
age peasan girl appearedatthe French court claiming that voicestold her how to save Frarce. Thatgirl,
Joan of Arc, ledaFrerch army to victory overthe English in abattle at Orlears, Francein 1429. It wasthe
turning point of the war. The Frerch continuedwinning ard finally drove the English from Frarcein 1453.
Thisiswhy Joanislovedby the French astheir greaked patriot and why the English burned her at the stake.

During the Hundred Y easOWar, knights weremade obsolete by English longbows and guns. Kings
repacedknights with paid armies Cadlesbecame obsolete becaise camons could dedroy stone walls. The
erntire feudal systemwasbreakng down aspeagple in England and France developed loyaltiesto their
countriesrather thanto local lords. In the process, the modernnations of France and England wereborn.

88. Gothic architectur e

The RomanCatholic Church reached the height of its power and influence during the late middle ages
The most visible symbol of the churchOsgower were magnificert Gothic cathedrals built in the 1100s and
1200s including Notre Dame, Chartres and Reims all in Frarce. The maost prominert feature of Gothic
architecure is the pointedarch, but the Gothic styleis also known for soaring ceilings, wallsfilledwith glass
windows, and flying buttresses A flying buttressis anexternal, arched support for the wall of abuilding that
allowed buildersto construct tall, thin, stone wallsfilled with colored-glass windows. Glas wasextremely
importart to Gothic cathedrals: it lightedthe interior, its beauy seemedinspiredby God, and the Bible
storiesportrayed on the windows taught about religion at atime when most pegple wereilliterate.
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89. Renaissance

Reraissance mears reavakening or relirth, and it refersto arehirth of learring from classical Greece
and Rome. In the late middle ages Italiarns becaneinteresedin learning about the gloriesof their ancegors
in the RomanEmpire. They searchedfor classical literaure forgottenin monaderies and they acauired
classical works from Muslim and Byzantine scholars  Arched ogists uncoveredclassical art and archtecture.

Italians becaneinteresedin humarism, the concernwith humanvaluesin this life asopposedto
religious beliefsand the afterlife. Reraissance architecture abandoned the churchOsGothic style and adopted
the simplicity and balance of more classicalforms. Artistsincluding Michdangelo and Da Vinci shaped
Wesernart, Shakespeare wrote plays that explored humannature, and Gutenberg Ogrinting press spread
Reraissance knowledge through cheaper books that encouraged people to learnhow to readand write. The
Reraissance beganin Florerce, Italy about 1350 and spreadto Rome and finally to much of Europe beforeit
endedin the early 1600s. The Reraissance wasa bridge betweenthe middle agesand the modernworld.

90. Aztecs

During the late middle ages peaople of the Wegern Hemispherecontinuedto develop in isolation from
thered of the world. Agriculture had spreadacoss much of the Americas and Native Americansocieties
rangedfrom small bands of hunter-gathersto empireswith millions of pegole. Thetwo greates empiresof
thetime werethe Aztecand the Inca. Both collected heaw taxesfrom groups they conquered

The Aztecswere afierce and warlike pegple of certral and southern Mexico who controlledtheir
subjects through fearand military force. Their polytheistic religion pracicedhumansacrifice on a scale
unknown elsewherein history. The AztecOselievedtheir sun god recuiredblood from beaing human hearts
eachnight in orderto rise again in the morning. Oftenthe purpose of war wasto obtain victimsfor sacifice.
The Aztecsbuilt their caggtal on swampy marshland in whatis now Mexico City. Floating garders provided
the cityOgood. When Europears first saw the cagital, they were amazedto find anisland city of 200,000
peaple -- asbig asary city in Europe -- with tall temgdes, a huge marketplace,ball courts, and evena zoo.

91. Incas

The Incacivilizaion wascerteredin present day Peu, but it grew to include most of the Pacfic coad of
Sauth Americabetweenthe AndesM ountains and the ocean It wasa high-altitude civilizaton; farmers
developedirrigation systemsand steppedterracesfor growing crops on steephillsides The 3,000 mile-long
IncaEmpire waslinkedby the most extersive road systemsince the RomanEmpire. Way stations built on
main roads providedtravelerswith placesto stay atthe end of eachdayOgourney. The Incasdid not have
writing aswe know it, but they kept accurate numerical recards on knotted strings called quipu (KEE-pu).

Pe@leliving in the Americas such asthe Aztecsand Incas had no way of knowing their long
separaton from Euragawasabout to end with consequencesthey could hardy imagne.

92. the great voyagesof discovery

Asthe yea 1500 approached the world faceda turning point in history, but none were yet awareof it.
Saling ships and navigation techology hadimprovedto a point that ships could sail anywherein the world.
The Eagernand Wedern Hemispheresstill did not know each other existed, but the time had comefor them
to meet Who would make theintroduction? Threecivilizaions hadthe necesary weath and knowledge.
The Islamic world wasone of them, but it wasweakened by the Mongol congueds, and it waspreoccupied
with local and regonal matters The Chinese civilizaion wasanother, but it had withdrawn from ocean
exploration to dealwith internal concerrs. Only Christian Europe seemed eager to reachoutward.

Europeans were hungry to explore. The Vikings hadtaught themhow to sail the stormy Atlartic.

The Crusadeswhettedtheir appetite for travel and adventure, and MarcoPdo got them thinking about Asia.
Europe also hadthe mears to explore. The Reraissance brought Europeanculture to alevel of other
advarcedcivilizaions, and it gave Europeans a new sense of confidence. The competing kings of Europe
were busy adopting new technologiesand trade links to give themadvantagesover rival monarchs.

In August of 1492, Spain sert Christopher Columbusinto the Atlartic Oceanwith three small shipsto
searchfor awegerntrade route to the spice islands of Asia, avoyage that finally connectedthe Eagernand
Wedern Hemispheres Sailing for Port ugal, Vasco de Gamarounded Africa and connectied Europe to the
Indian Oceanard Asiain 1498. In 1522, MagellanOsSparish expedtion circledthe earh and conneciedthe
world. The world would never be the same. The middle ageswere over, and moderntimeshadbegun.
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