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Task:


Highlight in one colour all the details on the timeline that relate to the Planes only. How much time passes from the first plane leaving to the final plane crashing?


Underline / shade information that appears in both the timeline and David Lim’s account.


Questions:


How did the President react? Would you have expected him act differently?


How would you have reacted to the events of 9/11 as they happened? Write either as an eyewitness or as the President.





Timeline of Events on September 11th 2001


7:59 a.m. American Airlines Flight 11 takes off from Boston's Logan Airport. 


8:13 a.m. The last official communication between American Airlines Flight 11 and ground controllers occurs. The hijacking occurs at about this point. 


8:14 a.m. United Airlines Flight 175 takes off from Boston's Logan Airport. 


8:20 a.m. American Airlines Flight 11 begins going off course. 


8:20 a.m. American Airlines Flight 77 leaves Dulles International Airport in Washington, D.C. 


8:42 a.m. United Airlines Flight 93 takes off from Newark Airport. 


8:43 a.m. United Airlines Flight 175 is hijacked. 


8:46 a.m. Flight 11 crashes into the north tower of the World Trade Centre with an estimated 10,000 gallons of fuel and travelling at 470 mph. 


8:50 a.m. United Airlines Flight 175 begins heading towards New York City. 


8:55 a.m. President Bush is notified of the first crash and replies, “What a horrible accident!” 


8:56 a.m. The last official communication with American Airlines Flight 77 occurs. Presumably the hijacking occurs at this time. 


9:02 a.m. United Airlines Flight 175 hits the south tower of the World Trade Centre and explodes. 


9:06 a.m. President Bush is notified of the second crash, but remains in the school classroom in Florida where he is doing a photo-op for his educational policies. 


9:16 a.m. United Airlines Flight 93 is probably hijacked about this time. 


9:17 a.m. The Federal Aviation Administration closes all New York City area airports. 


9:21 a.m. The Port Authority of New York and New Jersey closes all bridges and tunnels in the New York City area. 


9:29 a.m. President Bush addresses students and teachers at Booker Elementary School about the terrorist attacks. 


9:30 a.m. President Bush, speaking in Sarasota, Florida, announces that the country has suffered an "apparent terrorist attack." 


9:36 a.m. United Airlines Flight 93 turns and begins heading towards Washington D.C. 


9:38 a.m. American Airlines Flight 77 crashes into the Pentagon. 


9:40 a.m. The FAA ends all flight operations at U.S. airports, the first time in U.S. history that air traffic nationwide is stopped.


9:45 a.m. The White House evacuates. 


9:57 a.m. Bush leaves Florida. 


10:05 a.m. The south tower of the World Trade Centre collapses. 


10:10 a.m. A portion of the Pentagon collapses. 


10:10 a.m. United Airlines Flight 93 crashes in Somerset County, Pennsylvania, southeast of Pittsburgh. 


10:13 a.m. The United Nations building evacuates. 


10:24 a.m. All inbound transatlantic flights to the United States start being diverted to Canada.


10:28 a.m. The north tower of the World Trade Centre collapses from the top down. 


10:35 a.m. Air Force One heads for Barksdale Air Force base near Shreveport, Louisiana. 


10:45 a.m. All federal office buildings in Washington are evacuated. 


10:57 a.m. New York Governor George Pataki closes all state government offices. 


11:45 a.m. President Bush lands at Barksdale Air Force base near Shreveport, Louisiana, rather than return immediately to Washington, D.C. 


1:27 p.m. A state of emergency is declared by the city of Washington, D.C. 


1:44 p.m. The Pentagon announces that five warships and two aircraft carriers will leave the U.S. Naval Station in Norfolk, Virginia, to protect the East Coast from further attack. 


1:48 p.m. Bush leaves Barksdale Air Force Base and heads for Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska. 


4:30 p.m. The president departs Offutt Air Force Base in Nebraska aboard Air Force One and returns Washington, D.C. 


5:20 p.m. The 47-story, Building 7 of the World Trade Centre complex collapses.








David Lim was a Port Authority Police Officer, who was working in WTC Tower 2 with bomb sniffing dog, called Sirius. Extract of his witness statement about the events of 9/11


“I was working with my partner Sirius. I had just finished up searching trucks and had retired to my office, putting Sirius in his kennel.  I sat down to have some breakfast and get some paperwork done.  At 8.45 am that all changed. I was in the basement of Tower 2 when I felt the shock of the first plane hitting Tower 1. I left Sirius in his kennel, thinking he would be safe and rushed out to help people. That was the last time I saw my partner.


I was assisting people out of the A Staircase, when somebody screamed there was a body on the plaza. I went to investigate and moments later another boy fell about ten feet from me. I headed up into the building to assist. I kept telling people to keel going down, as I went up. I remember running into people who were burned, asking for help. I assigned fit people to help get the injured out of the building. I kept going up.


Just as I was starting to get people down I felt another collision on the left side. Looking out the window I saw a rain of fire coming down, it blew out the windows on the 44th floor. Fortunately I was not burned but I was knocked to the ground. The building now started to shake. We worked our way down, clearing the floors as we went. We got to about the 35th Floor when the building began shaking violently. I felt for sure our building was collapsing. Then I heard something on the radio ‘Tower 2 is down all units evacuate Tower 1’. As we were going down the power started to go, lights went on and off.


I got down to the fifth floor and that is where I met Josephine Harris and Ladder Company 6. Harris had walked down 72 floors with a bad leg and could go no further. I grabbed her under one arm and a fireman under the other and we dragged her down. We got down one more flight before the building started coming down on top of us. I knew that was it, and all I could think was protect Josephine. You could feel the wind pushing down as the floors were collapsing on top of each other coming down, you could hear the sound. It was like an on-rushing train or an avalanche.


When the debris stopped I thought I was dead. But then I heard a voice. We couldn’t see each other .It was totally black. We couldn’t breathe. We were alive. We saw a light over the sixth floor staircase. As the light got brightened we realized it was sunlight. We were standing on what was left of the WTC. 








